The Sons of God: Genesis 6:1-8

An Excursion of Hebrews 1:5-14
Introduction

In Hebrews 1:5, the author uses Psalm 2 and 2 Samuel 7 to demonstrate that
Jesus is superior to the angels because He is the promised resurrected Davidic
Son, the Son of God, the one who has the right to rule.

The plurality of “sons” in the phrase “the sons of God” is used in a variety of
ways in the Scriptures. Job 1:6; 2:1; and 38:7 indisputably refer to angels, with
the first two references mentioning that Satan also attended the heavenly
council. Romans 8:14, 16-19,; Galatians 3:26; 4:6-7; and 2 Corinthians 6:16-
18 speak of sonship from the legal perspective as a person of faith being
adopted as a “son.”

This portion of our study includes a careful reading and study of the phrase
“the sons of God” as used in Genesis 6:2 and 4. The study will also include a
close reading of the lineages of Cain (Genesis 4:17-24) and Seth (Genesis 5:3-
32) that hold the key to understanding the “the sons of God” and the
“Nephilim” in Genesis 6:1-4.

However, let us first ask ourselves and answer the question, “Why is it
important to study the scriptural genealogies?” Below, | will share my seven
favorite reasons. Over the course of studying the Scriptures for more than 65
years, | have grown to appreciate the heritage of the men and women that
God chose to include in them.

I. Seven Reasons for Studying Scriptural Genealogies

A. Genealogies may not be everyone’s cup of tea. At times, they are filled
with foreign names that are hard to pronounce. As Gentiles, we either
skim these sections or skip them altogether, finding them largely
irrelevant and perhaps even boring as our eyes are glazing over. But |
have found that some of the lists, rather than having relevance only in
the days they were written, hold treasure for us today. Also, genealogies
are part of Scripture, and, since all Scripture is inspired (2 Timothy 3:16),
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they must bear some significance. There must be something we can
learn from these genealogical lists.

B. In general the genealogies help to substantiate the Bible’s historical
accuracy. These lists confirm the physical existence of the characters in
the Bible. By knowing family histories, we understand that the Scriptures
do not constitute a mere fanciful story for how we should live our lives. It
is authentic, historical truth. An actual man named Adam had actual
descendants (and, therefore, his actual sin has actual consequences).

C. The genealogies also confirm prophecy. The Messiah was prophesied to
come from the line of David (2 Samuel 7:12-17; Isaiah 9:6-7; 11:1;
Jeremiah 23:5; Acts 13:22-23; Romans 1:3; and Revelation 22:16). By
recording His lineage in Scripture, God confirms that Jesus was
descended from David (cf. Matthew 1:1-17 and Luke 3:23-38). Thus,
genealogies are yet another attestation of Jesus Christ’s fulfillment of the
Old Testament prophecies.

D. The genealogical lineages also demonstrate God’s detail-oriented nature
and His interest in individuals. God did not see Israel vaguely, as a
nebulous group of people; He saw with specificity, with precision and
detail. There is nothing detached about the genealogies. They show a
God involved. The inspired Word mentions people by name, for they are
real people, with real histories and real futures. God cares about each
person and the details of his or her life (cf. Matthew 10:30; and Psalm
139).

E. We can also learn from the various people listed in the genealogies.
Some of the lists contain narrative portions that give us glimpses into the
lives of the people. For instance, the prayer of Jabez is located within a
genealogy (1 Chronicles 4:9-10). From this we learn about God’s
character and the nature of prayer. Other genealogies reveal that both
Ruth and Rahab are in the Messianic line (Ruth 4:21-22; Matthew 1:5).
We see that God values the lives of these individuals, even though they
were Gentiles and not part of His covenant people.



The Sons of God: An Excursion of Hebrews 1:5-14 Page 3

F. Another case in point is the lineages of Cain (Genesis 4:17-24) and Seth
(Genesis 5:3-32). The narrator purposely placed them side by side for
contrast. Indeed, it is the key for unlocking who the “Nephilim” are in
Genesis 6:4, and by several other accompanying contextual literary
bread trails.

G. In summary, while genealogies may at first glance appear irrelevant,
they hold an important place in Scripture. Genealogies bolster the
historicity of Scripture, confirm prophecy, provide insight into the
character of God and the lives of His people, and help to allow Scripture
to interpret Scripture.

Il. General Notes about the Lineage Chart (next page)

A. The chart is divided into two large sections. Cain’s lineage is reflected on
the left hand side (Genesis 4:17-24), while Seth’s lineage is presented
on the right hand side (Genesis 5:3-32). In the far left column, each
successive linear generation is numbered.

B. Each horizontal row represents a generation. For example, Enoch in
Seth’s lineage represents the seventh generation (cf. Jude 14) and
shown parallel with that of Lamech in Cain’s lineage. However, since
our narrator intentionally did not include how many years a person lived
in Cain’s lineage, a time line is impossible to establish. For example,
Seth was born many years after Cain and Abel, but we do not know
how many years. Therefore, each successive name in each of the
lineages is placed in parallel and a linear fashion according to the
biblical record, even though | fully acknowledge that at least Lamech’s
three sons, Jabal, Jubal, and Tubal-Cain would have died in the Flood.

C. The Hebrew name is cited after each patriarchal name in both lineages.

The notes will provide more information about the patriarchals’ names.

D. The bullet points below the patriarchal names give important
information which the narrator cited and will be expanded in the notes.
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6.1 LINEAGES OF CAIN AND SETH

10.

11.

Lineage of Cain
(Genesis 4:17-24)

Adam (27%; ‘adom)

Cain (]2; qayin)

¢ length of life & death not recorded

e murdered his brother Abel (Genesis 4:25)

¢ built & named the city “Enoch” after his son

Enoch (71317; *nwos)
¢ length of life & death not recorded

Irad (77°¥; “frod)
e length of life & death not recorded

Mehujael (53%91173; mehlya &)
¢ length of life & death not recorded

Methushael (51}$gﬁmp; me<6sa’él)
¢ length of life & death not recorded

Lamech (?[{;‘?; lamek)
¢ length of life & death not recorded

¢ took two wives (Adah & Zillah) - polygamy
e killed a man and a boy

Jabal Jubal Tubal-cain (deaths not recorded)
Le metallurgy (bronze & iron)
musicians (lyre & pipe)
tents - animal husbandry

Lineage of Seth
(Genesis 5:3-32)

Adam (27%; ‘adom)
e 130/800 = 930 he died
¢ he had “other sons and daughters”

Seth (nY; Set)
e 105/807 = 912 he died
¢ he had “other sons and daughters”

Enosh (Z118; *“nwos)
* 90/815 = 905 he died

¢ began to call upon THE name of the Lord
¢ he had “other sons and daughters”

Kenan (]2°2; génon)
e 70/840 = 910 he died
¢ he had “other sons and daughters”

Mahalalel (5%5577; mah<lal’él)
e 65/830 = 895 he died
¢ he had “other sons and daughters”

Jared (777 yered)
e 162/800 = 962 he died
¢ he had “other sons and daughters”

Enoch (71117; hen6k)
e 65/300 = 365 God took him

e walked with THE God x 2
¢ he had “other sons and daughters”

Methuselah (ﬂﬁgmf;; metselah)
e 187/782 = 969 he died
¢ he had “other sons and daughters”

Lamech ('17,;?; lamek)
e 182/595 =777 he died
¢ he had “other sons and daughters”

Noah (r13; noah)
e 500 + (450) = 950 he died (Genesis 9:29)
¢ only his 3 sons are named

‘ Shem lHam Ljapheth
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E. Although Cain’s lineage is never mentioned again in all of Scripture,
whether in part or whole, Seth’s lineage is recorded in Luke 3:36¢-38
and traced back to Adam with the identical ten patriarchal names as
recorded in Genesis 5:3-32: “the son of Noah, the son of Lamech, the
son of Methuselah, the son of Enoch, the son of Jared, the son of
Mahalaleel (Heb., Mahalalel), the son of Cainan (Heb., Kenan), the son of
Enosh, the son of Seth, the Son of Adam, the son of God.”

F. Steve Balaban prepared Seth’s lineage for this PDF document according
to the number of years the patriarchs had lived and when their sons
were born and their deaths,? it becomes apparent that all the patriarchs
of Seth’s lineage had died before the Flood except for Noah, along with
his wife, his three sons, and their wives. Thus, Noah and his family
became mankind'’s last hope for survival.

Lifespans and Ages at the Time of the Flood: Adam to Noah

Adam | === Flood Year (1656 AM)

Seth|

Enosh |

Kenan |

Mahalalel |

Jared |

Patriarchs

Enoch |

Methuselah [

Lamech |

Noah |
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0 100 200 300 400 500 600 700 800 900 10001100 120013001400 150016001700
Years from Creation (Anno Mundi)

Chart was prepared by Steve Balaban
Grove Bible Fellowship, Langley, BC, Canada

! The calculation does not take into account the other sons and/or daughters that the patriarch Seth
had. Except for Noah'’s three sons, all the other “sons and daughters” who were alive at the time of
the Great Flood died.
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lll. Genealogical Information of Cain and Seth.
A. General observations about Cain’s lineage (Genesis 4:17-24)

1. Before introducing Cain’s lineage in Genesis 4:17, the narrator reports
in an ominous manner that Cain “went out from the presence of the
LORD” (Genesis 4:16). This likely means Cain left after murdering his
brother from the area where God had been communicating with him
(Genesis 4:6-15). His departure signifies Cain’s deliberate choice to
sever any further communication between God and himself, thus
rejecting God’s authority. Cain then settles in the “land of Nod, east of
Eden.”

2.In Nod, Cain establishes a new lineage through his wife and son,
Enoch. This lineage eventually leads to the development of a city and
various cultural advancements, including animal husbandry,
musicians, and metallurgy of bronze and iron. In short, Cain’s
descendants represent a progressive civilization that advanced apart
from God.

3. Lamech, like Cain, killed a man, and in addition, also a boy.

4. The first instance of polygamy is first introduced by Lamech when he
married two wives, Adah and Zillah (Genesis 4:19), which
undermined the “one flesh” union. Adah gave birth to Jabal and Jubal,
and Zillah, Tubal-cain and his sister, Naamah.

5. Cain’s lineage abruptly ends in the seventh generation with the
patriarch Lamech. Of course, his three sons extend into the eighth
generation, but not one of them became a patriarch like in preceding
generations, for the Flood extinguished the entire Cainite dynasty.

6. Other Scriptural Testimony about Cain’s Lineage

a. Besides our narrator reporting that “Cain went out from the
presence of the Lord" (Genesis 4:16), the Apostle John in the
context of love, warns his audience not to love like Cain.
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“For this is the message which you have heard from the
beginning, that we should love one another; ?not as Cain, who was
of the evil one and slew his brother. And for what reason did he
slay him? Because his deeds were evil, and his brother’s deeds
were righteous. *Do not be surprised, brethren, if the world hates
you” (1 John 3:11-13).

b. Also, Jude pronounces God'’s judgment on all who “have gone in
the way of Cain.”

“10But these men revile the things which they do not understand;
and the things which they know by instinct, like unreasoning
animals, by these things they are destroyed. *Woe to them! For
they have gone the way of Cain, and for pay they have rushed
headlong into the error of Balaam, and perished in the rebellion of
Korah. 2These are the men who are hidden reefs in your love
feasts when they feast with you without fear, caring for
themselves; clouds without water, carried along by winds; autumn
trees without fruit, doubly dead, uprooted; *wild waves of the seaq,
casting up their own shame like foam; wandering stars, for whom
the black darkness has been reserved forever. *It was also about
these men that Enoch, in the seventh generation from Adam,
prophesied, saying, ‘Behold, the Lord came with many thousands
of His holy ones, '*to execute judgment upon all, and to convict all
the ungodly of all their ungodly deeds which they have in an
ungodly way, and of all the harsh things which ungodly sinners
have spoken against Him.” ¥¥These are grumblers, finding fault,
following after their own lusts; they speak arrogantly, flattering
people for the sake of gaining an advantage” (Jude 10-26).

c. And finally, the author of Hebrews adds his testimony concerning
Cain when comparing Abel’s “better sacrifice” than Cain.

“By faith Abel offered to God a better sacrifice than Cain, through
which he obtained the testimony that he was righteous, God



The Sons of God: An Excursion of Hebrews 1:5-14 Page 8

testifying about his gifts, and through faith, though he is dead, he
still speaks” (Hebrews 11:4; cf. Genesis 4:3-15).

B. General Observations about Seth’s Lineage (Genesis 4:25—5:32)

1. The narrator auspiciously anticipates Seth’s lineage in Genesis 5:6-
32 by first introducing the genealogy of Adam (Genesis 5:1-5)? that
traces his lineage to Seth. By doing so, this information highlights the
continuation of God’s image in humanity despite the woman’s
transgression and the man’s sin. A further emphasis underscores
that humans, even those descended from Adam, are born in his
“likeness,” including the capacity to sin. Thus, Genesis 5:1-5 sets the
stage for sin’s continuance that ultimately leads to the Flood.

Next, the narrator reports, “To Seth, to him also a son was born; and
he called his name Enosh.® Then, calling on the name of the LORD

2 The phrase, “These are the generations of . ..” (or similar variations) introduces each section of
Genesis, indicating a shift in focus to a new lineage or historical narrative. The Hebrew word is a
plural noun, toledoth. It signifies more than just a list of ancestors; it marks significant points in the
Hebrew narrative where a new section begins, often focusing on the offspring, descendants, or in
narrative form what “proceeded from” a particular individual or entity. It's a structural and theological
term that highlights key developments in human salvific history. While a toledoth often introduces
genealogical information, it can also introduce a narrative that explains what came after a particular
person or event. For example, in Genesis 2:4, it introduces the “toledoth of the heavens and the
earth,” which isn’t a genealogy, but rather what came from the creation of the heavens and the earth.
Furthermore, the term is used to divide Genesis into ten distinct sections. Each section marks and
unfolds a new stage of God'’s plan.

3 The proper name “Enosh” (< TR, “nwaés, which probably means, “to be manly” < Ugaritic; HALOT,
70) derives from the Hebrew root of IR ('n$). The proper name occurs seven times in the Scriptures
(Genesis 4:26; 5:6, 7, 9, 10, 11; 1 Chronicles 1:1). A Hebrew verb that shares the homonymic
consonants means “incurable” (Isaiah 17:11; Jeremiah 15:18) and “disastrous” (Jeremiah 17:9, 16).
Elsewhere, especially in the poetic parts of the Hebrew Scriptures, the noun means “a man,” or “a
human being.” The term is also used in parallel with “adam” (*man”; cf. Job 25:6; 36:25; Psalm 8:4;
73:5; Isaiah 13:12; 51:12; 56:2, etc.). What is further interesting to note is that in many contexts, the
term is used to accentuate the frailty and the fragility of the condition of man as “foolish and unwise”
before God (Deuteronomy 32:26), fearful in the day of the LORD (Isaiah 13:7), troubled and plagued
(Psalm 73:5), and man’s insignificant nature (Psalm 8:4; 9:20). | am NOT implying that the proper
name bore these latter overtones (for a parent would not name their beloved child as someone who is
weak or insubstantial), but later, the Hebrew culture, and especially those who were faithful to the
LORD, would associate and remember Enosh’s name because (1) he exhibited humility before God in
light that the name of the LORD was called upon and first scripturally established with Enosh; and (2)
his character forever immortalized in contrast with Lamech’s aforementioned boastful speech to his
two wives of murdering a man and a boy (Genesis 4:23).
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had begun” (Genesis 4:26). This suggests that after the birth of
Enosh, the Sethites started formally to publically worship and
acknowledge that God was the only true God because they had
begun to call on the name of the LORD.# Regardless, this reference is
the earliest biblical reference concerning the worship of the LORD!®

2. Furthermore, Seth’s Hebrew name (O; $ét) probably derives from
the Hebrew verb 51" (8yt), “but it is probably a secondary
etymological meaning; it can also be considered a primary noun with
no wider derivation” (HALOT, page 1667). Eve intentionally named
Seth as W ($€t) because “God has appointed (1'W; Syt) to me
another seed instead of Abel, for Cain killed him” (Genesis 4:25).
Perhaps, Seth’s name signified to her God’s provision and a new
beginning after the death of their second son, Abel, because Cain
had murdered him and his expulsion to be a vagrant and wanderer.

3. The narrator’s silence concerning where the Sethites inhabited
implies that they probably lived near Adam and Eve, the area where
they migrated after being expelled from the Garden of Eve.

4. Shem becomes the next patriarch after Noah. Noah'’s genealogical
information concerning his three sons is recorded in Genesis 10:1-32,

4 The English “had begun” translates the Hebrew verb 5137 (hdhal; 3@ masculine singular Hophal
perfect of 557, hil). The Hophal stem is the passive counterpart to the Hiphil stem. The Hophal
typically indicates a passive causative action, meaning the subject is acted upon in a way that is
caused by someone or something else. The Hophal is less frequently used than other verb stems but
carries significant weight in conveying nuances of Divine action and the impact of events on the
subject. But who or what is the indefinite subject for this verb? The NASB suggests “men.” However,
the conjugation of the verb is masculine SINGULAR. The Hebrew construction uses a passive verb
without an explicit subject. More probable, the subject is the infinitive itself, “to call” or “calling,” i.e.,
“to call on the name of the LORD had begun.” This occurrence of the hophal of the verb 5bm (hll) in
Genesis 4:26 is the only existence in the Hebrew Scriptures.

5 To call upon the LORD’s name is to celebrate, praise the LORD, or ask for His aid. For example,
Abram built an altar to the LORD in the land between Bethel and Ai, and then “he called on the name
of the LORD” (Genesis 12:8). Later, he built another altar in the plain of Moreh, and “he called on the
name of the LORD” (Genesis 13:4). Abraham also planted a tamarisk tree in Beersheba, “and there he
called on the name of the LORD, the Everlasting God” (Genesis 21:33). Isaac also built an altar in
Beersheba, and then “he called on the name of the LORD” (Genesis 26:25). As these examples are
also in Genesis, there can be no doubt that they share the same meaning as the phrase in Genesis
4:26 (cf. 1 Chronicles 16:8; Psalm 116:2, 17; and Zephaniah 3:9).
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and Shem’s genealogy (toledoth) recorded in Genesis 11:10-31 that
ends with Abram (later, God renamed him as “Abraham”).

5. Seth’s lineage continues through the tenth generation, with the
eleventh generation concerning Shem, Ham, and Japheth. Although
Shem’s name is mentioned first, Japheth is the oldest of the three, for
Genesis 10:21 states, “Japheth the elder.” Ham is the youngest of
Noah'’s three sons (Genesis 9:24), making Shem the second born son
of Noah (see also Genesis 11:10). Although Shem was not the eldest,
his name is placed first primarily due to his theological significance as
the progenitor of the lineage leading to Abraham.

6. Other Scriptural Testimony about Seth’s Lineage

a. Seth’s lineage is recorded also in 1 Chronicles 1:1-3. Seth is
mentioned in the genealogy of Jesus, where Luke traces Jesus’
lineage back to Adam, including Seth as an ancestor (Luke 3:38).
This highlights Seth’s importance in the line through which the
Messiah would come.

b. Luke 3:38 also includes Enosh in the genealogy of Jesus, tracing his
lineage back to Adam, highlighting again God’s plan and the
preservation of a faithful individual leading to the Messiah.

c. Mahalalel is mentioned in the genealogical list of 1 Chronicles 1:2:
“Kenan, Mahalalel, Jared.” He is also listed in the genealogy of Jesus
in Luke 3:37: “the son of Methuselah, the son of Enoch, the son of
Jared, the son of Mahalalel, the son of Kenan.” In addition, the same
name appears as an ancestor of Athaiah in Nehemiah 11:4, who
was a descendant of Perez, of the tribe of Judah. However, while
they share the same name, the latter Mahalalel is separated by
many generations and belongs to a different genealogical line.

d. Jared is listed in 1 Chronicles 1:2 and Luke 3:37, connecting the
ancestry of Jesus back to the early patriarchs.
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e. Enoch is listed in 1 Chronicles 1:3 and Luke 3:37 as part of the
ancestry of Israel and the particular ancestry of Jesus. The author
of Hebrews testifies that “By faith Enoch was taken up so that he
would not see death; AND HE WAS NOT FOUND BECAUSE GOD
TOOK HIM UP, for he obtained the witness that before his being
taken up he was pleasing to God” (Hebrews 11:5). In Jude 14-15,
Enoch’s prophecy serves as a powerful illustration of divine
judgment against the ungodly, not only in his generation, but also
later generations. His demonstrative warning highlights the
certainty of God’s coming judgment on those who oppose Him.
Considering Enoch’s prophecy against his own evil generation,
there is little doubt why God removed him to safety.

Neither in Genesis 5:24 or Hebrews 11:5 does the inspired text
state that Enoch was taken to heaven. John 3:13 certainly militates
against this erroneous belief: “No one has ascended to heaven,
except He who descended from heaven, the Son of Man.” Also,
Paul states in Romans 5:14 that Enoch also died: “Nevertheless
death reigned from Adam to Moses, even over those who had not
sinned in the likeness of the offense of Adam, who is a type of Him
who was to come.” Even the author of Hebrews states that he died
in faith (including Abel, Noah, Abraham, and Sarah): “All these died
in faith, without receiving the promises, but having seen them and
having welcomed them from a distance, and having confessed that
they were strangers and exiles on the earth” (Hebrews 11:13).

f. Methuselah, the son of Enoch, is also mentioned in 1 Chronicles 1:3.
Additionally, his name appears in Luke 3:37 as a patriarch within
the genealogy of Jesus. Methuselah is also known as the longest
living man who has lived on earth, a whopping 969 years.

g. Lamech is also a descendant of Seth as attested in 1 Chronicles 1:3
and Luke 3:36.
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h. Besides Genesis 5:29-32 and 6:8—9:29, Noah is stated as part of
the lineage of Adam in 1 Chronicles 1:4 and Luke 3:36. Also in
Matthew 24:37-39 and Luke 17:26-27, Jesus references “the days
of Noah” and the Flood, comparing them to the world-wide
judgment when the Son of Man comes. The prophet Isaiah refers to
God’s promise never again to destroy the Earth with a flood,
comparing it to the “waters of Noah” (Isaiah 54:9). Noah is also
mentioned by the prophet Ezekiel as a prototype of a righteous
man (Ezekiel 14:14, 20).

Additionally, the author of Hebrews cites Noah as a man of faith
for building the ark in anticipation of God’s warning (Hebrews
11:7). Apostle Peter mentions Noah twice. First, he mentions Noah
in the context of the construction of the ark that saved eight
persons, who “were brought safely through the water and draws a
parallel to baptism by water (1 Peter 3:20-21). Next, He refers to
Noah as a “preacher of righteousness” who was preserved by God
during the flood, emphasizing that God knows how to rescue the
godly (2 Peter 2:5).

C. Similarities between the Cainites’ and Sethites’ Lineages
1. Shared Ancestry

Both the Cainites’ and the Sethites’ lineages ultimately stem from
Adam and Eve, the first man and woman.

2. Different Names but Similar Meanings

Although Adam’s (27X, ‘adom) and Enosh’s (Z18, “nwo$) names are
spelled differently, they essentially mean the same with a twist.
Adam’s name signifies “man,”® as does Enosh’s name.” However, the
“man” (i.e., “Adam”) was associated from being formed from the

®HALOT, s.v. 07N, 1.3:14, collectively denotes “mankind,” or an individual of the masculine gender,
“man,” and/or as a proper name, “Adam.”

7HALOT, s.v. 13N, 1.3:70, collectively denotes “mankind,” “people,” “single human being,” or the
proper name, “Enosh.”
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ground: “Then the LORD God formed man (27X, ‘adom) of dust from
the ground (177X, "«damd@), and breathed into his nostrils the breath
of life; and man became a living being” (Genesis 2:7), the ground
which was later cursed (Genesis 3:17-19).

On the other hand, Enosh’s association is that of those who “call upon
the name of the LORD” (Genesis 4:26), and thus lacks the association
with the physicality of the cursed ground.

3. Similar and Identical Names

The Cainite and Sethite lineages notably include patriarchs’ who
share similar or identical names. The names from the Cainites’ and
Sethites’ linages respectively are: Cain and Kenan, Enoch and Enoch,
Irad and Jared, Methushael and Methuselah, and Lamech and
Lamech.

a. Cain (172, qayin; Genesis 4:17) and Kenan (]3°2, génon; Genesis
5:9-10, 12-14). Cain was told that he would suffer seven-fold
vengeance (4:15). Kenan, in contrast, had Mahalalel when he was
seventy years old and lived to the age of eight hundred forty (7 x
120; 5:12-13). These similar names invite us to realize that Kenan
pointedly lacked Cain’s seven-fold punishment.

b. Enoch (71277, h«ndk; Genesis 4:17-18) and Enoch (71217, hendk;
Genesis 5:19, 21-24). Cain named his first son Enoch. Enoch built a
“city” ('Y, Ir) and named his firstborn son Irad (77D, ‘irod). Irad’s
name wordplays on the Hebrew word for “city,” for the first three
consonants in Hebrew, 2, *, and 7, mean a “city.” A clear
implication points toward Cain’s descendants had a propensity of
building and establishing a civilization.

Whereas Irad was the son of the Cainite Enoch, Jared (777, yered)
is the father of the Sethite Enoch. Additionally, Jared’s name is
reminiscent of Man’s proper role to “rule” over all of God'’s air-
breathing creatures as recorded in Genesis 1:26: “Then God said,
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‘Let us make Man in our image, according to our likeness; and let
them rule (1777,-yird() over the fish of the sea and over the winged
ones of the sky and over the cattle and over all the earth, and over

every creeping thing that creeps on the earth’.

c. Methushael (NEAND, m<t63a°él; Genesis 4:18) and Methuselah
(ﬂ'?;;ﬁﬂ?;, metdselah; Genesis 5:21-22, 25-26). The meaning of
Methushael’s and Methuselah’s names has been largely lost in
antiquity.

d. The name Lamech (‘[D'? lemek) occurs in both lineages (Genesis
4:18-19; 23-24 and 5:26, 28-31). The Cainite Lamech is the last
known patriarch in his lineage. He has three sons, Jabal ('7;:, yabol;
Genesis 4:20), Jubal ('7;-7", yUbal; Genesis 4:21), and Tubal-cain
0P '7:1&1, tdbal qayin; Genesis 4:22). His sons’ names recall the
names of Cain (]2, gayin) and Abel ('7;{[, hebel), the first murderer
and his victim. Furthermore, the three sons’ names are closely
related to the Hebrew term for “flood” ('713@, mabbdl).

On the other hand, the Sethite Lamech offered up hope in his
speech about his son Noah, who “found favor in the eyes of the
LORD” (Genesis 6:8). Furthermore, along with Noah and his wife,
his three sons and their wives, survived the actual flood.

D. Significant contrasts between Cain’s and Seth’s Lineages

1. Sons and Daughters

The narrator does not explicitly mention any daughters in Cain’s
lineage. This fact is extraordinary. Of course the lineage had
daughters, but they are not mentioned except in an indirect way that
Naamah is Tubal-cain’s sister (Genesis 4:22). Also, Lamech’s two
wives, Adah and Zillah, were some one’s daughters! The deafening
silence concerning the lack of obvious daughters in the Cainite linage
serves as a literary poignant flag for the readers to take special note.
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Conversely, daughters in Seth’s genealogy are always mentioned in
the repeated phrase, “he (the father) had other sons and daughters”
nine times in Genesis 5:4, 7, 10, 13, 16, 19, 22, 26, and 30. The only
exception is Noah who had 3 sons and their wives. There is no
further mention of any other sons or daughters in the biblical
narrative of the Flood.

This expansion of other sons and daughters emphasizes the
importance of Seth’s lineage in God’s plan that ultimately leads to
Noah, and through him, to Abraham, highlighting the significance of
this line in God’s overarching plan for humanity. In the meantime, the
Sethite lineage is explicitly following God'’s original command to be
fruitful and multiply and fill the earth, and subdue it (Genesis 1:26-
28). This may further indicate by the narrator’'s unambiguous
statement that the Sethite patriarchs had other “sons and
daughters” because of their obedience to God'’s decree, and hence
doing the “good.”

2. Father’s Age at Firstborn & Father’s Length of Life

The bare bones of Cain’s lineage only cite the father's and son’s
names. For, not in one instance are the patriarchs’ ages noted, or
when their first son was born, or how long the patriarch lived, or
whether he died. It is as if by the narrator’s silence that each
descendant in Cain’s lineage lives on forevermore, although we
know that is not literally the case.

However, the narrator explicitly reports in Seth’s lineage the father’s
age when the first son was born, the length of the father’s life after
the son’s birth, and the total years that the father lived before his
death (except for Enoch [whom God took] and Noah, who also lived
after the Flood). The difference concerning the details between
Cain’s and Seth’s lineages of what the narrator included and
excluded in the lineages is certainly impressive and thought-
provoking.
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3. Lamech vs. Lamech Speeches

The Lamech vs. Lamech speeches refers to two distinct individuals
named Lamech, each making a notable speech. Both recorded
speeches are cast in direct discourse.

First, Lamech of the Cainites, as recorded in Genesis 4:23-24,
functions as a boastful declaration to his two wives, Adah and Zillah,
about killing a man and a young boy.® He frames it as self-defense,
saying that he killed a man for wounding him and a young man for
striking him. He then compares his situation to Cain, stating that if
Cain’s killer is avenged seven times, then his own killer who would
avenge the murders of the man and boy would not be seven times
over, but seventy-seven times. Thus, Lamech’s statement also
implies that he believes he deserves even greater protection than
Cain, demonstrating a further escalation of violence and a disregard
for God’s judgment.

A progression of numbers is present, specifically the number seven.
Lamech’s reason appears to have been, if Cain would be avenged
seven times (cf. Genesis 4:15), then he would be avenged seventy-
seven times because he not only murdered a man, but also a boy.
Lamech misses the point of God’s merciful treatment of Cain. God
was not establishing a principle of justice when He warned He
would avenge Cain’s murder. In fact God was trying to limit the
shedding of blood, something Lamech envisioned.® The use of
“seventy-seven,” a multiple of seven, is an example of hyperbolic

8 Lamech first addresses his two wives, Adah and Zillah in Genesis 4:23, in direct address. Then a
couple of words later, he again addresses them in direct address as “you wives of Lamech.” The
double direct address underscores his speech to his two wives as he boasts about killing a man and a
young boy. The repetition of direct address emphasizes the fact that Lamech is speaking to them
directly, boldly proclaiming his violent acts and his arrogant belief that he is beyond the reach of
vengeance.

9 Lamech’s direct speech may be the historical backdrop to which Jesus contrasts when Peter asked
Jesus about how many times he is to forgive: “?'Then Peter came and said to Him, ‘Lord, how often
shall my brother sin against me and | forgive him? Up to seven times?’ 22Jesus says to him, ‘l do not
say to you, up to seven times, but up to seventy times seven™ (Matthew 18:21-22). As Jesus’
disciples, we are not to take revenge, but instead, forgive when we are offended and wounded.
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figure of speech, emphasizing the extreme severity of the vengeance
proposed by Lamech.

The progression of the number seven continues with Lamech, the
descendant of Seth, for he lived 777 years. Lamech is the son of
Methuselah and the father of Noah (73, néah). His significance lies in
his speech of hope at Noah’s birth, where he anticipates Noah
bringing rest and relief from the curse on the land because of Adam'’s
sin.

“This one will give us rest (132172, ynah*mén)*° from our work
and from the toil of our hands arising from the ground which the
LORD has cursed” (Genesis 5:29b).

4. Seventh Generation (Lamech vs. Enoch)

Lamech of the Cainites and Enoch of the Sethites represent the
seventh progenitors in each lineage. When the linear generations are
compared, their respective lineages mark a flashpoint of great
contrast, illustrating different approaches to life, faith, and their
outcomes. Note Enoch’s character in contrast to Lamech, as depicted
by his speech to his two wives. The powerful development of the
worldly mind and of ungodliness among the Cainites was openly
displayed in Lamech.

As noted on the linear genealogical chart of Cain and Seth, our
narrator seems to not want to record any further patriarchs (even if
there were any more) after the seventh generation in the lineage of
Cain. For all practical purposes, the lineage comes to a conclusion;
for the downward spiral is so complete that by the time of Lamech’s

© The Hebrew verb 1213717 (yenah“mén() translated as “give us rest,” derives from the root 213 (nhm,
3 masculine singular Piel imperfect + 1 common pronominal suffix) which paronomastically means
“comfort” (HALOT, 688-689). Although Noah’s name does not actually mean “comfort,” the verbal
root consonants ) (nun) and M (khet) sound like and would remind the reader of the verb 1111 (ndiah)
that entails “comfort.” Thus, although they are not from the same verbal root, the connection is only by
sound.
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generation, no-one of any moral sense wanted to follow this
particular lineage any more.

In summary, the contrast between Lamech and Enoch serves as a
powerful biblical illustration of the divergent paths humanity can
take: one focused on self and narcissistic worldly pursuits that leads
to ultimate destruction, and the other centered on God, offering hope
and preservation.

5. Human Accomplishments

The descendants of Cain are clearly a culturally creative people.
Jabal is said to be “the father!* of those who dwell in tents and have
livestock” (Genesis 4:20). His brother, Jubal, was “the father of all
those who play the lyre and pipe” (Genesis 4:21). And another
brother, Tubal-cain, was “the forger of all implements of bronze and
iron” (Genesis 4:22). However, in Seth’s lineage, no one was
described as famous for any particular achievement toward the
efforts of building a civilization. | suppose, however, one could
mention Noah, who built a rather large ark, a task that he
accomplished in about one hundred years that saved humanity and
all air-breathing creatures from complete extermination!

6. Interest in THE God/the LORD

The Cainites may be regarded as the secularists and materialists of
the antediluvian era. Furthermore, whereas the Cainites exhibited no
interest in God, whether in words or deeds (for the proper names
“God” or “LORD” are never expressly used), the Sethites patriarchs
expressed great interest. First, we are told that after Enosh was
born, “the name of the LORD was called upon (Genesis 4:26). The
narrator expressed twice that Enoch walked with THE God (Genesis
5:22, 24). Lamech, Noah'’s father, name his firstborn Noah, declaring
“This one will give us rest from our work and from the toil of our

1 The use of the Hebrew word “father” in this passage signifies someone who is the founder, the first
to establish such lifestyle and/or occupations.
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hands from the ground which the LORD has cursed” (Genesis 5:29).
And finally, at the very conclusion of the larger genealogy from

Adam to Noah, the narrator reports, “But Noah found favor in the
eyes of the LORD” (Genesis 6:8).

IV. Exposition of Genesis 6:1-8

Before examining this portion of Scripture, let us remember that this
section constitutes the concluding events of Adam’s genealogy that
began in Genesis 5:1.

A. Overall Structure

Two parallel developments, Genesis 6:1-4 and vv. 5-8) are contained in
this section, both of which harken back to earlier sections of Genesis.

The first development is Genesis 6:1-4. Genesis 6:1 functions as the
narrator’s circumstantial background for the narrative, then an
exposition of the crisis (v. 2), followed by the Divine decree of judgment
(v. 3), and finally in verse 4, the narration of the crisis, suggesting a
cultural complication concerning the children of these marriages.

The second development is Genesis 6:5-8. Verse 5 reports what the
LORD saw and His evaluation of the corruption of the human race. His
telling appraisal follows in juxtaposition after the events of v. 4. Next,
the narrator reports the LORD’s grief over having created Man (v. 6),
after which, His decree of severe judgment is announced (v. 7). Verse 8
announces an exception because “Noah found favor in the eyes of the
LORD.”
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B. The Circumstance and Exposition of the Crisis (vv. 1-2)

The narrator begins with important circumstantial information: “Now it
came about, when THE men began to multiply on the face of the land,
and daughters were born to them that THE sons of God'? saw that

THE daughters of men were beautiful; and they took wives for
themselves, whomever they chose.”

1. As noted above, only the men are named in Cain’s lineage, except at
the very end concerning Lamech’s two wives who are named Adah
and Zillah, and Tubal-cain’s sister, Naamah. It seems that the
narrator was very careful not to call Naamah a daughter of Zillah,
but instead, Tubal-cain’s sister. In addition, the meanings of the
names of these three women seem to orbit around the sensual.*?
Furthermore, of all the wives of Seth’s linage, not one wife’s,
daughters’, or sons’ names are disclosed. Only the names of the
patriarchs are expressed.

When the two genealogical lineages are carefully examined, any
mention of any daughters in the Cainite lineage is suspiciously
omitted. Of course the Cainite men had daughters to perpetuate the
lineage. But they may not have been mentioned for the purpose of
this present narrative, thus, the lack of daughters was intentionally
withheld for this very moment. If so, then “the men” of Cain’s lineage
are the ones specifically in view of multiplying and it was to them
that “daughters were born to them,” although not intentionally
mentioned in the Cainite lineage. Thus, the action of Genesis 6:1

121n Hebrew construct chains, the first noun is considered in construct form and is dependent on the
second noun for its meaning, while the second noun determines the definiteness of the entire phrase.
The first noun in a construct chain never takes the Hebrew definite article, even if the phrase is meant
to be definite. Definiteness is determined solely by the second noun in the construct chain. This same
Hebrew phrase translated as “sons of God” is anarthrous in Job 38:7.

13 *Adah” (HALOT, s.v. I 777D, 789; “to adorn oneself with jewelry, arm bands, etc.”; “Zillah” (HALOT,
S.V. .'r‘-?s, 1025, “tinkling, clinking;” decorative items that have to do with dress); “Naamah,” (HALOT,
s.v. 1203, 706, “a very old term for female ostrich; tall, lean, and powerful”).
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occurs during the time that the “sons and daughters” were born
during the Sethite lineage.

2. In essence, this verse serves a pivotal point in the Adamic toledoth, a
crisis of sorts, for it is when “THE sons of God saw that THE
daughters of men were beautiful; and they took wives for
themselves, whomever they chose.” Verse 2 underscores what
attracted THE men?® to THE daughters of men: the daughters were
beautiful. Whether the daughters of men “walked with God” or any
other redeemable trait is not mentioned.

3. The Hebrew definite article notably appears again before “men” that
serves to separate them from “THE sons of God.” If so, then “THE
men” (Genesis 6:2) relate to Cain’s lineage and “THE sons of God”
relate to Seth’s lineage. What THE sons of God saw is contrasted
with what the LORD saw as the result in verse 5: “Then the LORD
saw that the wickedness of man was great on the earth and that
every intent of the thoughts of his heart was only evil continually”
(NASB).

The report of what the sons of God saw and the outcome of that
may be an allusion to what the woman (Eve) in the Garden saw, and
being deceived by the Serpent, transgressed. “When the woman
saw that the tree was good for food, and that it was a delight to the
eyes, and that the tree was desirable to make one wise, she took
from its fruit and ate; and she gave also to her husband with her,
and he ate” (Genesis 3:6).

4. One cannot help but notice the language similarities also between
Eve’s taking of the fruit and the language here.

14 The stock clause pertaining only to the Sethite lineage, “and he bore sons and daughters,” always
understandably lacks the Hebrew article (Genesis 5:3 [Adam], 7 [Seth], 10 [Enosh], 13 [Kenan], 16
[Mahalalel], 19 [Jared], 22 [Enoch], 26 [Methuselah], and 30 [Lamech]).

* HALOT correctively understands that the Hebrew noun 07X (“the men”), an arthrous masculine
singular noun, as collective (HALOT, s.v. 1 278, 1:14), and hence, the English translation as “the men.”
The English language also understands that a collective noun refers to a group of entities as a single
unit, while remaining grammatically singular.
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e Eve saw the fruit — the sons of God saw the women;

e Eve saw the fruit was good - the sons of God saw women were
good/beautiful;

e Eve took the fruit — the sons of God took wives; and

¢ Both Eve and all of the living Cainites died, and almost all the
Sethites also died due to their rebellion and sinfulness against
God except for Noah and his family (8 in total) who were alive at
the time of the Flood.

5. As a further explanation of the above second bullet point, the
Hebrew word 5120 (t6bot < 29, twdb) means “good” or “beautiful” in
Genesis 6:2 expresses the women whom the sons of God saw as
“beautiful” or “good.” Thus, when “the sons of God saw that the
daughters of men were beautiful or good,” the term “saw” presents

another opportunity to compare the woman'’s (Eve’s) evaluation of
what constitutes “beautiful/good” in Genesis 3:6 that led her into
transgression: “When the woman (Eve) saw that the tree was good
(or, “beautiful”).” However, yearning for more, she assumed that she
had the prerogative of determining what was “beautiful/good”
beyond what God had declared, a prerogative belonging only to
Him.'® Likewise, the term “beautiful/good” was the motive of the
sons of God to take wives from whomever they chose, and reenacts

the woman'’s transgression, for they also decided what was
good/beautiful. This scenario also helps us better to understand Luke
18:18-19: “18A ruler questioned Him, saying, ‘Good teacher, what

16 Beforehand, seven times God “saw” a number of His creative acts and pronounced them as “good”
(2D). He saw that the “light” was good (Genesis 1:4; day one); regarding the separation of the dry
land and the seas, “God saw that it was good” (1:10), as well as the earth yielding its fruit, “God saw
that it was good” (1:12; day three); the greater (sun) and the lesser light (moon), as well as the stars,
and the separation of the light and darkness, “God saw that it was good” (1:18; day four); the sea
and aerial creatures, “and God saw that it was good” (1:21; day five); animals, reptiles, insects (1:25),
“and God saw that it was good”; and the man and woman, “God saw all that He had made, and
behold, it was very good (1:31; the sixth day). Notable is when God caused an expanse between the
waters below from the waters above, He did not pronounce it as “good.” Perhaps the reason is that
nothing was actually created, but only manipulated. Or perhaps, God created the physical law(s) in
order for the water to be suspended above the earth.
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shall | do to inherit eternal life?” 1And Jesus said to him, ‘Why do you
call Me good? No one is good except God alone.™

6. In summary, the immediate result of the woman’s transgression and
the man’s sin was alienation from the LORD God and alienation from
each other and over the arena of their rulership over the natural
world. All of which are indicated by them being afraid of the LORD
God, the awareness of their nakedness (Genesis 3:8-10), by casting
blame of their actions on others, i.e., the man blamed the woman, the
woman blamed the Serpent, and the ground was cursed. In addition,
the Serpent was also cursed.

The results as recorded Genesis 3 were caused by a domino effect.
The man and woman'’s alienation from God was the predominate
reason, and not by a concocted idea of a so-called “spiritual death.”
This phrase is never recorded in the Scriptures. For, whenever
believers in Jesus Christ sin, do they again become spiritually dead
and have to be “born again”?*” Or is it rather like what the Apostle
John wrote in his First Epistle?

“*This is the message we have heard from Him and announce to
you, that God is Light, and in Him there is no darkness at all. °If
we say that we have fellowship with Him and yet walk in the
darkness, we lie and do not practice the truth; “but if we walk in
the Light as He Himself is in the Light, we have fellowship with
one another, and the blood of Jesus His Son cleanses us from all
sin. 8If we say that we have no sin, we are deceiving ourselves
and the truth is not in us. °If we confess our sins, He is faithful and
righteous to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all

71 understand the Greek term (avcwBev) as translated “born again” in John 3:3 pertains to the
resurrection. For in John 3:5, Jesus clarifies what He meant to be “born again™: “Jesus answered,
‘Truly, truly, | say to you, unless one is born of water and the Spirit he cannot enter into the kingdom
of God.” Jesus was speaking to Nicodemus, “the teacher of Israel.” Thus, Nicodemus’ understanding
of being “born again” would derive from the Hebrew Scriptures, such as Ezekiel 36:22—37:10. These
verses speak of the New Covenant, and wherein the only instance in all of the Hebrew Scriptures that
“water” and “spirit” are juxtaposed that refer to the visible Kingdom and being resurrected from the
dead (Ezekiel 36:25-27). Thus, to be “born again” is not a new concept that Jesus introduced to him.
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unrighteousness. 1°%lf we say that we have not sinned, we make
Him a liar and His word is not in us. #2!My little children, | am
writing these things to you so that you may not sin. And if anyone
sins, we have an Advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the
righteous; 2and He Himself is the propitiation for our sins; and not
for ours only, but also for those of the whole world” (1 John 1:5—
2:2; NASB).

The biblical term is “fellowship,” between “light” and “darkness” —
and not “spiritual death” — that is, if we choose to believe that the
Scriptures are inspired by God and not by those who exhibit
imaginary ideas by interjecting their supplemental words and
phrases that are not scripturally inspired.

All of the dominoed catastrophic events began because of the
woman and the man’s disobedience to God and revolved around the
theme of eating. God’s prohibition was against eating from the tree
of knowledge of good and evil (Genesis 2:16-17; cf. 3:2-3). Thus,
God'’s interrogation of the man in Genesis 3:11 centers on his single
act of eating and contextually marks the beginning of God holding
both the man and woman accountable for their disobedience. God'’s
question also highlights their shame and attempt to hide their
nakedness as a consequence of their eating from the tree of
knowledge of good and evil.

The LORD God'’s punishment was meted out measure for measure.
Because the man and the woman disobeyed God by eating the
forbidden fruit, God forbids the ground to cooperate to yield what it
was designed to do.

““Then to Adam He said, ‘Because you have listened to the voice
of your wife, and have eaten from the tree about which |
commanded you, saying, “You shall not eat from it”; cursed is the
ground because of you; in toil you will eat of it all the days of your
life. 18Both thorns and thistles it shall grow for you; and you will
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eat the plants of the field; 1°By the sweat of your face you will eat
bread, till you return to the ground, because from it you were
taken; for you are dust, and to dust you shall return™ (Genesis
3:17-19; NASB).

Moreover, as part of the Serpent being cursed because of its
participation in the man and woman’s disobedience, he was
condemned. “The LORD God said to the serpent, ‘Because you have
done this, cursed are you more than all the cattle, and more than
every beast of the field; on your belly you will go, and dust you will
eat all the days of your life’” (Genesis 3:14).18

This is doubly ironic. First, let’s recall the narrator’s remarks about
the Serpent in Genesis 3:1 where the Serpent is introduced as “more
(53?3 mikkal) crafty than any other beast of the field”. In contrast, the
narrator in Genesis 3:14 describes the Serpent’s punishment, where
God declares the Serpent “cursed are you more (5;?;, mikkol) than all
the cattle, and more than (5'373, mikkaol) every beast of the field.”
Theses verses highlight the Serpent’s initial cunning and its
subsequent condemnation for its role in tempting the woman.

Second, the Hebrew word 27X (‘adom) means “a man,” “mankind”
or “humankind” collectively, or the proper name, “Adam.” This term
shares a strong connection with the Hebrew word 1737 (‘«damd),
which signifies “ground” or “earth”. This connection is particularly
emphasized in Genesis 2:7, which states, “Then the LORD God
formed man (27IR) of dust (72Y, ‘apar) from the ground (7TATN,
‘adamd@), and breathed into his nostrils the breath of life; and man
became a living being” (NASB). In the aftermath of the man and
woman'’s disobedience to God, the Serpent is cursed to crawl on its
belly and eat dust all its days. This curse is more than a physical

punishment, it carries symbolic weight. By being condemned to a life

18 | do not understand that “and dust you will eat” is a literal dietary instruction. The “dust” imagery
represents a state of humiliation and defeat. However, it should be noted that all of the serpent’s prey
was made from the dust of the ground like the man (Genesis 2:19).
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in the dust (as well as all of its food sources), the Serpent is visually
and figuratively linked to humanity’s creation and their eventual
return to the dust of the earth.

This interconnectedness of wordplay'® between “man,” “ground,”
and “dust,” and the Serpent, underscores a profound theological
message: humanity’s origins and outcome are inextricably linked to

the very ground that God created and cursed in response to their sin.

The deliberate connection between Adam, formed from the dust, and
the Serpent condemned to eat it, creates a stark and potent
wordplay, emphasizing the difference between God’s ordained
creation and the consequences of evil and disobedience.

7. Later in the narrative, the narrator introduces in direct discourse the
LORD God’s devastating decree in Genesis 3:22. He exclaims?° the
catastrophic result because of the man’s specific disobedience by not
obeying His explicit command of not to eat from the fruit of the Tree
of the knowledge of good and evil.

a. A gross mistranslation of Genesis 3:22, and reflected in almost
every English translation, might lead a reader to believe that to sin
against God is something good, although always depicted
elsewhere as sinful by the translation from the Hebrew as “the
man has become like one of us, knowing good and evil.” Since
when is becoming like God evil? However, to disobey was
contextually not acceptable to Him since God banished both the
man and woman from the Garden as recorded in the narrator’s
next breath in Genesis 3:23-24!

19 Humor depicted in wordplay is difficult, if not impossible to translate from one language into
another. And if we are reading from a translation, whether it be English, Italian, German, French, etc.,
we will miss some the Hebrew humor, although some of the biblical humor is not language-
dependent so we do not necessarily miss it all. The characteristics commonly associated with biblical
humor include puns, wordplays, exaggeration, hyperbole, absurdities, double entendre, sarcasm and
contradictions.

20 The Hebrew term 177 (hén, “behold”) serves as a deictic interjection that underscores the word
preceding the interjection (HALOT, s.v. ]T, 1:251). The interjection emphatically introduces the LORD
God's foundational statement.
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“22Then the LORD God said, ‘Behold, the man has become like
one of Us, knowing good and evil;** and now, he might stretch
out?? his hand, and take also from the tree of life, and eat, and
live forever'— Z3therefore the LORD God sent him out from the
garden of Eden to cultivate the ground from which he was
taken. #So He drove the man out; and at the east of the garden
of Eden He stationed the cherubim and the flaming sword
which turned every direction to guard the way to the tree of
life" (Genesis 3:22-24; NASB, the emphasis is mine).

b. The only English translation that | have found to date that
correctly translates the verb (7771, hayah) of Genesis 3:22 is from
Young’s Literal Translation: “And Jehovah God saith, 'Lo, the man
was as one of Us, as to the knowledge of good and evil; and now,
lest he send forth his hand, and have taken also of the tree of life,
and eaten, and lived to the age,' =" (emphasis mine).

c. The Hebrew verb hayah (77771, hayah), meaning “to be,” when
followed by the preposition 5 (lamed), which often means “to” or
“for,” often acquires the meaning of “to become.” In these
instances, this construction signifies a change of state or
transformation into something new. For example:

1) “Now a river flowed out of Eden to water the garden; and from
there it divided and became (7777 + '7) four rivers” (Genesis 2:10,
NASB).

21 The Hebrew infinitive, “to know” (ﬂS_J'_f'?, lada‘at), explains the manner the man was like God:
“knowing good and evil.” i

22 The verb, “he might stretch out” (ﬂ“u” yislah) is a past tense Piel of T'f'?\d (shalakh). It forms a
wordplay with the same verb in the Qal stem in verse 22. To prevent the man’s “sending out” his
hand and partake of the Tree of Lives, the LORD “sends him out” of the Garden.
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2) “Then the LORD God formed man of dust from the ground, and
breathed into his nostrils the breath of life; and man became
(TM<MT+ 5) a living being” (Genesis 2:7; NASB).23

3) “For this reason a man shall leave his father and his mother,
and be joined to his wife; and they shall become (7171 <177 +
I7) one flesh” (Genesis 2:24, NASB).

4) “Then the LORD said to Moses, ‘Say to Aaron, “Stretch out your
staff and strike the dust of the earth that it may become (7777 +
b) gnats through all the land of Egypt™” (Exodus 8:16, NASB;
MT = 8:12).

5) “It will become (1777 + '7) fine dust over all the land of Egypt,
and will become boils breaking out with sores on man and
beast through all the land of Egypt” (Exodus 9:9, NASB).

6) “Now when the people saw that Moses delayed to come down
from the mountain, the people assembled about Aaron and
said to him, ‘Come, make us a god who will go before us; as for
this Moses, the man who brought us up from the land of Egypt,
we do not know what has become (7777 + |7) of him” (Exodus
32:1, NASB).*

7) “but a whole month, until it comes out of your nostrils and
becomes (777 + 5) loathsome to you; because you have
rejected the LORD who is among you and have wept before
Him, saying, ‘Why did we ever leave Egypt?’” (Numbers 11:20,
NASB).

8) “then you shall take an awl and pierce it through his ear into
the door, and he shall be[come] (777 + '7) your servant forever.

2 The Hebrew verb 7171 (“and they shall be”) is a 3™ common singular Qal perfect + waw consecutive,
derived from 1'1. Likewise, this same construction in different persons (1, 2", and 3") is also found
in the Hebrew of Genesis 1:14; 7:10; 17:4, 11, 16; 18:18; 20:12; 21:30; 24:60, 67; 26:14 (?); 28:3;
30:43; 31:44; 32:10 (MT = 32:11); 34:10, 16, 22; 38:23; 44:9; 47:26; 48:5, 19; 49:15, etc.

24 See also Exodus 32:23 as Adron’s responds to Moses as Adron recounted what happened.
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Also you shall do likewise to your maidservant” (Deuteronomy
15:11).

All of the above examples demonstrate a Hebrew method of
specifying something that has had a change of state or
transformation into something new.?* However, the narrator in
Genesis 3:22 is not expressing that the man had a change of state
or had a transformation because of his disobedience to God, but a
declaration of what he was or had been! The Qal perfect verb 7717

+ 5 combination does NOT appear anywhere in the LORD God’s
declaration.

d. The Hebrew combination of the verb 1777 (hayah; Qal perfect 3
masculine singular) + 5 (lamed) is not what the narrator used as in
the above example, but the common simple past aspect without
the following 5 (lamed) in Genesis 3:22, which is usually translated
as “was,” “were,” “had,” or “had been” in the English translations. |
will cite below a few examples to demonstrate this point.

1) “Now the serpent was (7771, hayah) more crafty than any beast
of the field which the LORD God had made. And he said to the
woman, ‘Indeed, has God said, “You shall not eat from any tree
of the garden™?” (Genesis 3:1, NASB).

2) “Again, she gave birth to his brother Abel. And Abel was a
keeper of flocks, but Cain was (7777) a tiller of the ground”
(Genesis 4:2, NASB).

3) “Adah gave birth to Jabal; he was (77177) the father of those who
dwell in tents and have livestock” (Genesis 4:20, NASB).

%5 1t is important for the English reader to note that while 11°17 (hayah) with a following 5 (lamed) often
signifies “to become,” other Hebrew verbs also express a change of state or transformation, such as
MwYh (Iche’asot < MY) meaning “to become” or “to be made” and '[151‘['7 +5 (lahaphokh I¢. .. <
T27) meaning “to turn into.” Understanding the context and nuances of these verbal constructions is
crucial for accurate interpretation of the Hebrew text.
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4) “His brother’'s name was Jubal; he was (777) the father of all
those who play the lyre and pipe” (Genesis 4:21, NASB).

5) “These are the records of the generations of Noah. Noah was
(7777) a righteous man, blameless in his time; Noah walked with
God” (Genesis 6:9, NASB).

6) “Now Noah was (7177) six hundred years old when the flood of
water came upon the earth” (Genesis 7:6, NASB).

7) “He was (1777) a mighty hunter before the LORD; therefore it is
said, ‘Like Nimrod a mighty hunter before the LORD’” (Genesis
10:9).

8) “He went on his journeys from the Negev as far as Bethel, to
the place where his tent had been (777) at the beginning,
between Bethel and Ai” (Genesis 13:3, NASB).

9) “Now Lot, who went with Abram, also had (7777) flocks and
herds and tents” (Genesis 13:5; NASB).

10) “And the land could not sustain them while dwelling together,
for their possessions were (7777) so great that they were not
able to remain together” (Genesis 13:6, NASB).

11) “It came about when the sun had set, that it was (777) very
dark, and behold, there appeared a smoking oven and a

flaming torch which passed between these pieces” (Genesis
15:17, NASB).

12) “Now there was a famine in the land, besides the previous
famine that had occurred (7717) in the days of Abraham. So
Isaac went to Gerar, to Abimelech king of the Philistines”
(Genesis 26:1).

13) “They said, “We see plainly that the LORD has been (777)
with you; so we said, ‘Let there now be an oath between us,
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14)

15)

16)

17)

18)

19)

20)

even between you and us, and let us make a covenant with
you” (Genesis 26:28, NASB).

“For you had (777) little before | came and it has increased to
a multitude, and the LORD has blessed you wherever | turned.
But now, when shall | provide for my own household also?”
(Genesis 30:30, NASB).

“and said to them, ‘| see your father’s attitude, that it is not
friendly toward me as formerly but the God of my father has
been (777) with me™ (Genesis 31:5, NASB).

“Except the God of my father, the God of Abraham, and the
fear of Isaac, had been (7717) for me, surely now you would
have sent me away empty-handed. God has seen my
affliction and the toil of my hands, so He rendered judgment
last night’” (Genesis 31:42).

“These are the records of the generations of Jacob. Joseph,
when seventeen years of age, was (i1777) pasturing the flock
with his brothers while he was still a youth, along with the
sons of Bilhah and the sons of Zilpah, his father’'s wives. And
Joseph brought back a bad (lit., “evil”) report about them to
their father” (Genesis 37:2, NASB).

“The chief jailer committed to Joseph’s charge all the prisoners
who were in the jail; so that whatever was done there, he was
(7717) responsible for it” Genesis 39:22, NASB).

And just as he interpreted for us, so it happened (777); he
restored me in my office, but he hanged him” (Genesis 41:13,
NASB).

“When the seven years of plenty which had been (777) in the
land of Egypt came to an end” (Genesis 41:53, NASB).
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21) “When the famine was (7777) spread over all the face of the
earth, then Joseph opened all the storehouses, and sold to the
Egyptians; and the famine was severe in the land of Egypt”
(Genesis 41:56, NASB).

22) “So the sons of Israel came to buy grain among those who
were coming, for the famine was (i1777) in the land of Canaan
also” (Genesis 42:5, NASB).

All the twenty-two above examples from Genesis illustrate that the
Hebrew absolute form of the Qal perfect 7717 (hayah) is ALWAYS
translated in a past tense, and never hinted that the subject was
experiencing a changed or transformative state of becoming
something. So, why was 177 (hayah) translated as “has become”
without the following consonant lamed ('7) in Genesis 3:227?

e. Hebrew grammarians also offer understanding for the simple past
verbal aspect. For example, Gesenius states:

“The perfect serves to express actions, events, or states, which
the speaker wishes to represent from the point of view of
completion, whether they belong to a determinate past time, or
extend into the present, or while still future, are pictured as in
their completed state.”?®

f. Translators in their footnotes, commentators, theologians, etc.
readily accept that the verb should be literally translated as “was,”
but then do an about-face and translate the verb as “has
become.”?” However, by doing so, they unwittingly make God, who
is the holy Other, empirically to experience sin.

26 Gesenius’ Hebrew Grammar as Edited and Enlarged by the late E. Kautzsch; Second English Edition
Revised in Accordance with the Twenty-eighth German Edition (1909) by A. E. Cowley (Clarendon
Press: Oxford); §106a, p. 309. Gesenius explicitly uses the Genesis 3:22 reference as an example in
§106b.1.a.

27 Dr. Jason Lisle in his article (“To be” or “not to be,” May 17, 2019, Refuting the Critics, Theology)
illustrates my point. “Likewise, in Genesis 3:22 the literal translation from Hebrew is simply ‘the

man was as one of us’ and indeed the Young's literal translation renders the passage this way. But
since context indicates a change of state (man going from innocent ignorance to experiential
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The “us” in the phrase “like one of us” pertains to the Celestial
Council,?® of which God is the Commander in Chief. And what did
the man become according to Dr. Lisle? He experienced “a change
of state (man going from innocent ignorance to experiential
knowledge of good and evil).” Dr. Lisle’'s eschewed comment is
tantamount to heresy. He disregards what the Hebrew actually
says on what basis? “. . . since it does not change the meaning and
sounds more natural in English.”

First, he (hopeful unintentionally) makes God an experiential
sinner, since the man has become “like/as one of us”; and second,
he cares more about “how it sounds in English” (i.e., “was” versus
“become”) than what the LORD God Himself resoundingly
declared. What | like about the above quote, however, is that he
unintentionally revealed how many like-minded commentators,
pastors, professors, and Bible teachers handle the Word of God.
Essentially, their study of God’s Word is based on feelings and
peer pressure group approval, i.e., the hivemind worldly mentality.

By what virtue did the man demonstrate that he “was like one of
us”? He had full knowledge of God’'s commandment and obeyed
until he ate the fruit from the Tree of the Knowledge of good and
evil.?? By partaking of the knowledge of good and evil, the man
was no longer “as one of us.” Therefore he and the woman were
banished from the Garden. Otherwise the text makes no sense at
all. Why would God banish the man and the woman from the

knowledge of good and evil), it is acceptable to translate this as ‘has become’ since it does not
change the meaning and sounds more natural in English.” His quote may be read at
https://biblicalscienceinstitute.com/theology/to-be-or-not-to-be/.

28 See Tony Stinson’s paper, Celestial Council Revealed: God’s Plan for Man, 2025, which is also
available on this website.

29 The fruit was probably the pomegranate. God instructed Moses to include pomegranates on the
hem of the high priest’s robe, along with alternating golden bells, as part of the priestly attire (Exodus
28:33-34). As the high priest would conduct his duties of his office on the Day of Atonement, the bells
would ring as he walked, drawing attention to the pomegranates. However, Scripture never explicitly
states the reason for this adornment.
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Garden if eating from the tree of Good and Evil would make them
to become like Him (which was the Serpent’s lie; Genesis 3:5)?

f. Surely, all the trained translational teams of the different English
translations did not follow Dr. Lisle’s logic, did they? But the
question still remains, why did they translate 7777 (hayah) as
“become” in Genesis 3:22 in light of all the linguistic data?

7. The Importance of the Hebrew Article before God & man/men.

Before progressing further, a discussion concerning the Hebrew
definite article which appears in the phrase, “THE sons of God” and
“the men” is required to make sense of the forthcoming narrative.

a. The Hebrew definite article (equivalent to “the” in English) is a
prefix (7) attached to the beginning of substantives. However,
unlike English, Hebrew does not have a separate indefinite article
like “a” or “an.” Hebrew nouns without the prefix are generally
considered indefinite.

Thus, when the Hebrew article is placed before the proper noun
“God,” it exclusively denotes contextually the one true God, thus
distinguishing Him from other cultural deities. The English definite
article also functions in the same manner. As an example, “Look at
THE child on the playground who is laughing.” 3° The article
excludes all other possibilities; for only one child is being identified,

30 | am commonly asked by the attendees as the host of star parties whether or not we are going to
see “the Milky Way Galaxy tonight?” My stock reply is, “The good news is that we were able to see a
small portion of it during the daylight, and the better news is because it is night, we will see a larger
portion of it.” Of course, | know that they are speaking of the bright Sagittarius-Carina star bands
that are visible in astronomical summer into early astronomical fall. But because of misinformation,
largely due to YouTube videos, TV personnel, misinformed journalists, characters in movies, etc., they
have been deluded to understand the two star bands represent the entire Milky Way Galaxy, instead
of a fraction of it. The Milky Way Galaxy spans approximately 100,000 light years across, of which
the star bands are only a part of it and do not represent the whole. For example, even if all four star
bands represent the Milky Way Galaxy in its entirety, then to which galaxy does our star, the Sun,
and we on Earth belong? Thus, when someone mistakenly identifies any or all the star bands as “The
Milky Way Galaxy,” they have no idea what actually constitutes the entirety of our huge galaxy, the
Milky Way.
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and at the same time, all other children in the entire world are
excluded.

b. The Hebrew term “God” (m'rbx ‘Johim) can be used to refer to
other deities, powerful rulers (Psalm 82:6/John 10:34-36), or angels
(Psalm 8:5/Hebrews 2:7). However, when the Hebrew definite
article is used, it specifies that the author is meaning the one, true
God, the God of Israel.

c. The English language inconsistently uses the definite article. On
the one hand, although we may say “the Moon,” English doesn’t
always use “the” before “God.” In the Hebrew Scriptures on the
other hand, the presence of the definite article is used more
systematically, and its presence or absence may carry great
significance as we will observe in Genesis 6:1-4.

d. In Genesis, the definite article occurs 24 times before “God,” and
“God” lacks the article 167 times (total = 190 times [about 13% of
the total]). All of the instances from Genesis are listed below.

1) Genesis 5:22
“Then Enoch walked with [the] God three hundred years after he
became the father of Methuselah, and he had other sons and
daughters.”

RiNTR B MBI 7T YIS SN RN 730 TR
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2) Genesis 5:24
“Enoch walked with [the] God; and he was not, for God took

him.
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3) Genesis 6:2
“that the sons of God?! saw that the daughters of men were

beautiful; and they took wives for themselves, whomever they
chose.”

o°di3 BS MI2M 73T DA 2D OINT NI32TNN BIORT T2 W
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4) Genesis 6:4
“The Nephilim were on the earth in those days, and also
afterward, when the sons of God came in to the daughters of

the men, and they bore children to them. Those were the mighty
men who were of old, men of renown.”
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5) Genesis 6:9
“These are the records of the generations of Noah. Noah was a
righteous man, blameless in his time; Noah walked with [the]
God.”
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6) Genesis 6:11
“Now the earth was corrupt in the sight of [the] God, and the
earth was filled with violence.”
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7) Genesis 17:18

| will give to you and to your descendants after you, the land of

31 Job 38:7 is the only instance of the absence of the Hebrew article before “sons of God” (‘D’n'%;ﬁg "33,
bené ha’dohim).
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your sojournings, all the land of Canaan, for an everlasting
possession; and | will be their [the] God.”
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8) Genesis 20:6
“Then [the] God said to him in the dream, “Yes, | know that in
the integrity of your heart you have done this, and | also kept
you from sinning against Me; therefore | did not let you touch
her.”
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9) Genesis 20:17
“Abraham prayed to [the] God, and God healed Abimelech and
his wife and his maids, so that they bore children.”
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10) Genesis 22:1
“Now it came about after these things, that [the] God tested
Abraham, and said to him, ‘Abraham!” And he said, ‘Here |
am.”
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11) Genesis 22:3
“So Abraham rose early in the morning and saddled his
donkey, and took two of his young men with him and Isaac his
son; and he split wood for the burnt offering, and arose and
went to the place of which [the] God had told him.”
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12)

13)

14)

15)

16)
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Genesis 22:9

“Then they came to the place of which [the] God had told him;
and Abraham built the altar there and arranged the wood, and
bound his son Isaac and laid him on the altar, on top of the
wood.”

“I D778 OF 120 BrrONT 157N TN DIPnTON 3N
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Genesis 27:28
“Now may [the] God give you of the dew of heaven, and of the
fatness of the earth, and an abundance of grain and new
wine;”
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Genesis 31:11
“Then the angel of God said to me in the dream, ‘Jacob,” and |

said, ‘Here [ am.”
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Genesis 35b:7
“He built an altar there, and called the place El-bethel, because
there [the] God had revealed Himself to him when he fled from
his brother.”
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Genesis 41:25
“Now Joseph said to Pharaoh, ‘Pharaoh’s dreams are one and



The Sons of God: An Excursion of Hebrews 1:5-14 Page 39

17)

18)

19)

20)

21)

the same; [the] God has told to Pharaoh what He is about to
do.”
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Genesis 41:28
“Itis as | have spoken to Pharaoh: [the] God has shown to
Pharaoh what He is about to do.”
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Genesis 41:32a

“Now as for the repeating of the dream to Pharaoh twice, it
means that the matter is determined by [the] God . ..”
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Genesis 41:32
“...and [the] God will quickly bring it about.™
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Genesis 42:18
“Now Joseph said to them on the third day, ‘Do this and live,

for | fear [the] God.”
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Genesis 44:16

“So Judah said, ‘What can we say to my lord? What can we
speak? And how can we justify ourselves? [the] God has found
out the iniquity of your servants; behold, we are my lord’s
slaves, both we and the one in whose possession the cup has

been found.
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22) Genesis 45:8
“Now, therefore, it was not you who sent me here, but [the]
God; and He has made me a father to Pharaoh and lord of all
his household and ruler over all the land of Egypt.”
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23) Genesis 48:15a
“He blessed Joseph, and said, “[The] God before whom my
fathers, Abraham and Isaac walked, . . .”
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24) Genesis 48:15b
“...[The] God who has been my shepherd all my life to this

day,
T BRI TR TN TR SN

e. For further reference, the definite article occurs 370 times before
“God” (DTE‘?;S), but lacks the article 1,903 (total = 2,247 times
[15% of the total]) in all of the Hebrew Scriptures. The total
number does not take into account that “the gods” (D’ﬁ‘?;ﬁﬁ) may
be alluding to deities, rulers, or angels, such as in Exodus 18:11;
32:1, 23; 34:15; Deuteronomy 10:17; 32:39; Joshua 24:15; Judges
10:14; Jeremiah 11:12; Job 1:6; 2:1; Daniel 11:37; Hosea 13:4;
Psalm 86:8; and 136:2.3?

8. The sons of God “took wives for themselves, whomever they chose.”
What the narrator does not say is from whose lineage did THE sons

32| have also listed in Appendix A the remaining 348 occurrences of D’ﬁ%;jgﬂj in the Hebrew Scriptures.
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of God chose their wives. The only two possibilities are either from
Seth’s lineage or Cain’s lineage. It is my suggestion that most of the
Sethites took their wives from Cain’s lineage.

C. The LORD’s First Decree & Countdown to the Flood (v. 3)

1. Immediately after the narrator’s statement, “that THE sons of God”
(Seth’s lineage) saw that THE daughters of men (Cain’s lineage) were
beautiful; and they (THE sons of God) took wives for themselves,
whomever they chose,” “then” the LORD’s foreboding decree

immediately follows.

2. To whom did the LORD speak His decree? His austere words of intent
were directed toward the Celestial Council who will carry out His will.
Those of the Council are the same to whom God said, “Let us make
man in our image, according to our likeness; and let them rule over
the fish of the sea and over the birds of winged aerial creatures and
over the cattle and over all the earth, and over every creeping thing
that creeps on the earth” (Genesis 1:26).

3. “My spirit” pertains to God’s “spirit of the lives” in Genesis 6:17
(translated as “the breath of life,” NASB) and Genesis 7:21-22 (cf. 2:7;
HALOT cites this reference as “breath” as well; cf. Job 12:10; 27:3;
33:4; Psalm 104:29; 146:4; Isaiah 42:5; Ezekiel 37:5, 8, 9, 10; Jeremiah
14:6 and James 2:26).

4. The Hebrew term translated as “strive” (NASB) only occurs here in
the Hebrew Scriptures. A possible translation is “unexpl[ained], to
stay or simil[iar] by context” (HALOT, s.v. 117, dwn: 217), “My spirit”
(i.e., “breath of spirit of the lives”; Genesis 7:22) shall not always abide
with the man” (my translation). The Hebrew article in this instance
before “man” indicates the entire species of mankind.

5. The subordinate causal clause, “because he (Man, i.e., “mankind”)
also is flesh,” is in comparison to all the other land and aerial living
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beings in which the LORD’s breath of the spirit of the lives,” will not
continue to abide (Genesis 7:21-22).

6. The time range that God’s “breath of the spirit of the lives” will
continue is 120 years (until all of Man dies [except for Noah, his wife,
their three sons and their three wives] because of the Flood). The
Hebrew compound term (03W3, b«$aggam < B2, gam; HALOT, page
196) introduces a subordinate concessive clause (translated as
“nevertheless” [NASB]), and serves as an adverbial idea, and may be
translated as “in spite of.” This is the Hebraic core meaning. It
indicates that something is true or occurs despite a previous
statement or situation. Thus, in spite of the LORD’s decree that His
spirit will not always abide with mankind, His spirit will continue to
give life for 120 more years.

D. The Nephilim, the “fallen ones” (verse 4)

Verse 4 serves as background information; much like a parenthetical
remark to help the reader understand such things as the setting for
events, or the emotions or the mindset of an individual or of a group of
people. A grammatical element sometimes in biblical Hebrew, such as
the subject when placed before the verb, as here in v. 4 ([“Now] the
Nephilim”), can indicate a break in the narrative action, providing the
reader with some extra information about the story being told.*3 So,
who are the “Nephilim”?

33 In verbal syntax of biblical Hebrew, the structure of the sentence (that is, sentences with a verb) is:
(1) the verb, in first position; (2) the subject, in second position; and (3) the object, in third position.
Other grammatical elements such as an adverb, prepositional phrases, discourse particle, etc. can be
inserted at various points within that general sentence structure. In most cases, variations from the
standard word order are for literary reasons or to add some emphasis (usually when a word is moved
to the beginning of the sentence), but this does not fundamentally change the meaning. Sometimes
however, if a grammatical element (often the subject) is placed before the verb, it has implications for
the general structure of a narrative and/or how to best divide up the text in smaller blocks. In these
cases, the context must determine whether this introduces a new narrative or section of text, or if it
indicates a break.
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1. The Hebrew arthrous masculine plural term “Nephilim” @527 + the
article 7 = D’?E;}U, hannepilim) is treated in one of three ways in the
English translations.

a. “Nephilim” is essentially left as a transliterated word from Hebrew
into English®* as exhibited in many translations (ESV, NIV, NKJV,
NCV, ASV, NRSV, NASB, NLT, RSV, The Complete Jewish Bible,
Hebrew Names Version, Lexham English Bible, World English
Bible, and WYycliffe).

b. The arthrous word is translated as “the giants”3® (KJV, NK]JV, The
Message Bible, Common English Bible, The Darby Translation,
Good News Translation, Jubilee Bible 2000, LXX, Douay-Rheims
Catholic Bible, Third Millennium Bible, The Latin Vulgate, and The
Webster Bible).

c. The arthrous word’s consonants are to be repointed, i.e., the
Masoretic Hebrew vowels, and understood as a common Qal
masculine plural intransitive substantival participle (D"'?B:'J +
definite article 1), derived from the verb 5a)3 (npl), and therefore to
be translated as “the fallen ones” (Young’s Literal Translation).3® If
the term Nephilim (D"?EJ:U) had not been pointed in the Masoretic
Hebrew Scriptures as it had been, this last option would be the
most intuitive and straightforward.

Summarizing points a-c, (1) the Hebrew word “Nephilim” is not
translated but represents a transliteration from Hebrew; (2)
translated as “giants”; or (3) functions as a metaphor for almost all of

34 Transliteration is the process of converting text from one language into another, while aiming to
represent the pronunciation of the original text. A good transliteration focuses on matching letters
based on sound, allowing those of the receptor language to pronounce the word even if they are
unfamiliar with the original alphabet.

35 See HALOT, s.v. D"?B_}; “giant, monster,” page 709.

36 The Literal Standard Version (LSV) represents a major revision of Young’s Literal Translation. Thus,
this translation in Genesis 3:22 also has “was” instead of “become.” The revision is based upon the
Masoretic Text with influence from the Septuagint (LXX) in the Old Testament. The New Testament
translation is based upon the Textus Receptus and the Majority Text. The complete work was
published on 2020 by Covenant Press. Its website is: https://www.lsvbible.com/.
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the existing Cainites and Shemites, and translated as “the fallen

ones.”

Furthermore, the exact same consonants as in Genesis 6:4 are also
used in Ezekiel 32:27 where it clearly does not refer to “giants,” or
“angels,” but to the “fallen ones.”

“Nor do they lie beside the fallen (2" '_75})37 heroes (0"722) of the
uncircumcised, who went down to Sheol with their weapons of
war and whose swords were laid under their heads; but the
punishment for their iniquity rested on their bones, though the
terror of these heroes (27721, gibbérim) was once in the land of
the living” (NASB).

2. An alternate and a predominant interpretation orbits around the
mythical notion that “the sons of God” in Genesis 6 do not represent
men at all, but instead, fallen angels (akin to 1c above), an idea that
is woefully foreign to the Adamic toledoth.

a. Genesis 6:4 does NOT state that the “Nephilim” are the result of
intermarriage, but what will be shown and must be seriously
considered is that the “Nephilim” existed in the Sethite lineage.

b. Since all mankind dies except for Noah, his wife, their three sons
and their three wives (8 persons in all; cf. 1 Peter 3:20), many
theologians, pastors, and commentators choose to take the
incredulous path and interpret “Nephilim” as angels, garnishing
their support from Job 1:6; 2:1; and 38:7, because the identical
phrase “sons of THE God” is also used. They bolster their claim by
also appealing to 1 Peter 3:18-20 and Jude 6-7.

37 Just as before, this is the Qal masculine plural participle of the verb 593, Something else that makes
this passage especially interesting is that the Hebrew term used twice for “heroes” (07721, gibbérim),
“through the terror of the mighty in the land of the living,” is the same word as translated “mighty” in
Genesis 6:4, and notably D593 is not left untranslated (i.e., “Nephilim”) or translated as “giants,” but
as “fallen.” For all the other instances where the Qal masculine plural participle is used in the Hebrew
Scriptures, see Deuteronomy 22:4; Judges 7:12; 1 Samuel 31:8; Ezekiel 32:23; 1 Chronicles 10:8 and 2
Chronicles 20:24.
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3. This proposition posits that “the sons of God” (“fallen angels,” i.e.,
demons) had sexual intercourse with “the daughters of men” that
produced the Nephilim. Although this twisting of the Scriptural data
is nonsensible, | will suggest some points below that will help to
combat against this egregious and fanciful misinterpretation.

a. Contextually, there has not been any explicit mention of the
angelic race, and they cohabiting with humans!

b. The only other instances of “the sons of God” (D’f['?hﬁﬁ"_]:) in the
Hebrew Scriptures are located in Job 1:6; 2:1; and 38:7. However,
all of these instances speak of God's Celestial Council.*® Moreover,
nowhere in the Scriptures is the “the sons of God” limited only to
angels. True, the Celestial Council consists of myriads of angels
(Revelation 5:11; and 7:11), but also other possible races of beings

as well, such as:

1) the seraphim (Isaiah 6:1-2), who may be a separate race of
beings than the race of celestial beings;

2) the twenty-four elders (Revelation 4:4, 10-11; 5:11; and 7:11);
3) the “seven spirits of God (Revelation 4:5);
4) the four living creatures (Revelation 4:6-8; 5:11; 6:1; and 7:11);

5) the four cherubs in Ezekiel 10, who may or may not also be the
four living creatures mentioned in Revelation;

6) strong angels (Revelation 5:2; 10:1; 18:21);
7) myriads of angels (Revelation 5:11; 7:11);

38 An intriguing feature of the Hebrew Scriptures is the Celestial Council, a body of celestial beings
who meet with God in divine deliberations, as illustrated in the pronouns of “us” and “our” in Genesis
1:26: “Then God said, ‘Let us make man in our image, according to our likeness; and let them rule over
the fish of the sea and over the birds of the sky and over the cattle and over all the earth, and over
every creeping thing that creeps on the earth.”” The English term “council” translates the Hebrew
word 71D, “a confidential discussion: a) in the assembly of Yahweh” (HALOT, page 745). The term
occurs in Jeremiah 23:18, 22; Job 15:8; Psalm 25:14; and Amos 3:7, pertaining to the heavenly council.
The term also includes secret councils of men (cf. Genesis 49:6; Psalm 64:3; 111:1; Jeremiah 6:11; and
15:17).
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8) “a spirit” as part of the “host of heaven” (1 Kings 22:19-23),
who may also belong to the angelic race (see Psalm 82:1,6);
and

9) the collective host (< X213, saba’; “army”) of the LORD (Joshua
5:14; 1 Kings 22:19; 2 Chronicles 18:18; Psalm 103:21; 148:2).

Simply because the same words, “the sons of God” are used in
different places in the Scriptures (Genesis 6:2, 4 versus Job 1:6; 2:1;
and 38:7) does not justify that they are referring to the same
concept. Words or phrases often mean different things when used
differently in dissimilar contexts.

For example, the phrase “Son of Man” is a title used over ninety
times by God to address the prophet Ezekiel, emphasizing his
humanity and role as a messenger. The title underscores the
contrast between God'’s divine power and Ezekiel’'s human
limitations, highlighting that he is a mortal prophet delivering
God’s Word. However, in the Gospels, the exact title, “the Son of
Man,” refers to Jesus! Thus, do we assume that the two individuals,
Ezekiel and Jesus, are the same person?

Thus, one must demonstrate from the very differing contexts of the
passages in Genesis and Job that “the sons of God” refer to the
identical beings, and not assume that just because identical words
are used in differ scriptural locations that they identify the same
beings because the words are the same.

c. Furthermore, later in the Israelite history, the Israelites are called
“sons of the LORD your God” (Deuteronomy 14:1), “my sons”
(Jeremiah 3:19), and “It will be said to them, ‘You are the sons of
the living God™ (Hosea 1:10d; NASB [2:1 in the Masoretic Hebrew
text]). These references indicate that they do not pertain to angelic
beings, no more than do the references to “the sons of God” in the
New Testament.
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d. Genesis 6:1-8 is about humanity and its doomed outcome because
of human sinful conduct, and not the angels and their punishment.

However, the Job references are used to argue that “the sons of
God” refers to fallen angels (i.e., demons). However, nothing in
these passages in Job indicates that they are fallen angels.

For example in Job 1:6, the narrator states, “Now there was a day
when the sons of God came to present themselves before the
LORD, and Satan also came among them” (NASB).3? Satan was
not one of “the sons of God,” but “came among them.” Where in
this verse does it state that the angels are “fallen”? However,
people assume this because they were told again and again that it
does, all because the teachers assume that Genesis 6:2, 4 and Job
1:6 are referring to the same beings simply because they use the
identical phrase, “the sons of God.”

e. The fact that the Nephilim were subject to God’s ensuing judgment
proves that their children were mortal rather than some
supernatural half-breed, for they all died in the Flood!

f. Nowhere in Scripture is the idea explicitly stated that angelic
beings have the ability to procreate as mankind can, nor have the
ability to procreate among them.

Angels are spiritual beings not corporeal. Concerning the
resurrection, Jesus states in Matthew 22:30, “For in the
resurrection they neither marry nor are given in marriage, but are
like angels in heaven” (cf. Mark 12:25).

Regardless, people assume that angels can have sexual relations
with female humans! A competent Hebrew scholar, Bruce Waltke,

3 The Hebrew term [, “satan,” means an “adversary, opponent,” whether “in the military and
political sphere,” or “in jurisprudence” (HALOT, s.v. j2%, 1:1317). The masculine noun is derived from a
verb that generally means “to obstruct” or “to oppose” (B, stn). The proper name “Satan” has the
Hebrew article, although not usually translated in EVV. Thus, the common noun can refer to human

adversaries (1 Samuel 29:4; 1 Kings 5:18; Psalm 109:6; and Zechariah 3:1-5) or to a supernatural
adversary, often translated as “Satan” (Job 1:6-9; and 2:1-4).
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points out, however, “This interpretation . .. contradicts Jesus’
statement that angels do not marry (Matthew 22:30; and Mark
12:25). It is one thing for angels to eat and drink (cf. Genesis 19:1-
3), but quite another to marry and reproduce.”*® Some
commentators respond that Jesus was only referring to the
marriage contract and not to the marriage bed, but this makes
Jesus’ statement nonsensical in its own context. For Jesus was
responding to the Sadducees’ question in Matthew 22:23-28
about having a marital relation resulting in children, and He clearly
denied that angels can have sexual relations, just as humans in
the resurrection!

g. Some commentators use Chapter 7:11-14 from the apocryphal
“Book of Enoch” (dated 300-200 B.C.) to substantiate the idea that
the Nephilim were giants who were the byproduct of the fallen
angels having sexual intercourse that produced the children.

“11And the women conceiving brought forth giants, *2whose
stature was each three hundred cubits. These devoured all
which the labor of men produced; until it became impossible to
feed them; B¥When they turned themselves against men, in order
to devour them; #and began to injure birds, beasts, reptiles, and
fish, to eat their flesh one after another and to drink their blood.”

Clearly, this is an outlandish mythical fairy tale for children. If such
giants had actually exited, their enormous bones would be easily
found in the geological fossil record. Their femurs alone would be
over 100 feet (30.48 meters) long. According to this, they were 300
cubits tall, being equivalent to 450-600 feet (137.16-182.88
meters). A cubit is calculated as the measurement of the arm, from
the fingertips to elbow. Thus, the cubit was larger for larger/taller
people; most scholars estimate as an average estimate for their
femurs was between 18-24 inches (45-60.96 centimeters).

4% Bruce K. Waltke, Genesis (Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 2001), 116.
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h. Other commentators appeal to Jude 6-7 to support their
contention that the “sons of God” were unfallen or heavenly angels
who then fell because they had sexual relations with female
humans. They argue that Jude compared the prideful fallen angels
to the sexually immoral people of Sodom and Gomorrah. The
problem with this assertion is that it assumes what it must prove.

Proponents of this argument use their interpretation of Genesis 6
to understand Jude, and then use their understanding of Jude to
support their interpretation of Genesis 6. This is tantamount to
circular reasoning.

i. By appealing that the Nephilim constitute a hybrid union of angelic
beings and humans, this helps to relieve “the godly” who acted
ungodly the responsibility of being corrupt and wicked before the
LORD. What “the sons of God” saw and what the LORD saw in
Genesis 6:5 had different outcomes.

1) There is no doubt that the wicked angels played a part in the
attempted corruption of all mankind. For Apostle Paul states in
Ephesians 6:10-12.

“OFinally, be strong in the Lord and in the strength of His
might. 1'Put on the full armor of God, so that you will be able
to stand firm against the schemes of the devil. *2For our
struggle is not against flesh and blood, but against rulers,
against the powers, against the world forces of this
darkness, against the spiritual forces of wickedness in the
heavenly places.”

2) Several scriptural passages depict angelic battles. For example,
2 Kings 6:15-17, we are contextually told (2 Kings 6:8-14) that
the Aramean army had surrounded the city of Dothan with the
intention of capturing the prophet Elisha. Elisha’s servant, upon
seeing the vast enemy forces, was filled with fear. However,
Elisha reassured him, emphasizing that God’s forces
outnumbered the enemy’s, and then Elisha prayed for his
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servant’s eyes to be opened, revealing a hidden spiritual reality
of the LORD’s protection.

“3’Now when the attendant of the man of God had risen early
and gone out, behold, an army with horses and chariots was
circling the city. And his servant said to him, ‘Alas, my master!
What shall we do?” 1¥So he answered, ‘Do not fear, for those
who are with us are more than those who are with them.’
7Then Elisha prayed and said, ‘O LORD, | pray, open his eyes
that he may see.” And the LORD opened the servant’s eyes
and he saw; and behold, the mountain was full of horses and
chariots of fire all around Elisha.”

3) Another scriptural instance involves Joshua when he
encountered the Commander of the LORD’s army by Jericho
just before the Israelites began their campaign to conquer the
city, a pivotal moment described in Joshua 5:13-15.

“BNow it came about when Joshua was by Jericho, that he
lifted up his eyes and looked, and behold, a man was
standing opposite him with his sword drawn in his hand, and
Joshua went to him and said to him, ‘Are you for us or for our
adversaries?’ *He said, ‘No; rather | indeed come now as
captain of the host of the LORD.” And Joshua fell on his face
to the earth, and bowed down, and said to him, ‘What has
my lord to say to his servant? *The captain of the LORD’s
host said to Joshua, ‘Remove your sandals from your feet, for

7

the place where you are standing is holy.” And Joshua did so.’

Joshua’s act of removing his sandals signifies reverence and
submission to God’s presence and authority by the presence of

the angel.

4) Much closer to the context of Genesis 6:1-8, is the encounter
that the woman and the man had with the Serpent. The
Serpent is depicted as Satan in later revelation. This
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designation highlights Satan’s role as the deceiver and tempter
throughout history, from the beginning of human history to the
end times.

“But | am afraid that, as the serpent deceived Eve by his
craftiness, your minds will be led astray from the simplicity
and purity of devotion to Christ” (2 Corinthians 11:3).

“And the great dragon was thrown down, the serpent of old
who is called the devil and Satan, who deceives the whole
world; he was thrown down to the earth, and his angels were
thrown down with him” (Revelation 12:9)

And again in Revelation 20:2-3:

“2And he laid hold of the dragon, the serpent of old, who is
the devil and Satan, and bound him for a thousand years;
3and he threw him into the abyss, and shut it and sealed it
over him, so that he would not deceive the nations any
longer, until the thousand years were completed; after these
things he must be released for a short time.”

2. Details about the Nephilim in v. 4

a. The first tidbits of information recorded in the Scriptures about the
Nephilim are that they “were on the Earth in those days, and also
afterward” (v. 4a-b).

1) No genealogical information about the “Nephilim” exists before
this remark or anywhere else in the Scriptures.

2) However, only two lineages of people contextually exist from
Adam and Eve, that of the Cainites and the Sethites. Of those
two lineages, only eight people survived the Flood! We are
notified later,

“1Now the sons of Noah who came out of the ark were Shem
and Ham and Japheth; and Ham was the father of Canaan.
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BThese three were the sons of Noah, and from these the
whole earth was populated” (Genesis 9:18-19; NASB).

3) The Nephilim were present on earth “in those days, and also
they (were) afterward,” referring to the period of time before
and after the Flood. The phrase marks a shift from the
preceding general genealogy to a more specific account of
events concerning the Nephilim and the subsequent events
leading to the Flood.

b. The second tidbit of information about the Nephilim is that “Those
were the mighty men (277237, haggibborim) who were of old, men

of renown ("D "WIR, ‘ansé hassem),” literally, “the men of name”
(v. 4e).

1) Genealogical information about the “Nephilim” does not exist
before this remark or anywhere else in the Scriptures. Whoever
they are, they are either part of the Cainite lineage, Sethite
lineage, or both.

2) There is not any mention of the Nephilim’s size, weight, or
height. If they were “giants” why is there no mention of their
size, especially since Genesis 6:1 is the first scriptural mention
of them.

3) Those who understand the term “Nephilim” as giants (the
byproduct of human and angelic sexual intercourse) cross
reference to Numbers 13:33, where the only other two
instances of the term “Nephilim” is employed in the Hebrew
Scriptures to support their position.

“3250 they gave out to the sons of Israel a bad report of the
land which they had spied out, saying, ‘The land through which
we have gone, in spying it out, is a land that devours its

inhabitants; and all the people who we saw in it are men of

stature. 3There also we saw the Nephilim (the sons of Anak are
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part of the Nephilim); and we became like grasshoppers in our

own sight, and so we were in their sight.

The spies’ report is fraught with hyperbolic language. First, the
clause, “is a land that devours its inhabitants,” pertains to the
land’s conditions that were so harsh and unforgiving that it led
to the deaths of those who lived there. This was the spies’ first
negative claim, intended to discourage the Israelites from
entering it. They exaggerated the dangers and challenges of
the land, painting a picture of a place where people constantly
died due to its environment or internal strife.

Next, “all the people who we saw in it are men of stature.” The
spies’ report included describing the inhabitants of Canaan as
exceptionally tall and physically imposing, thereby creating fear
and doubt among the people of their ability to conquer Canaan.

The next hyperbolic clause, “we seemed like grasshoppers in
our own eyes” reflects the spies’ fear and diminished self-
perception when faced with the perceived strength of the
inhabitants of Canaan, particularly the “Nephilim” and the sons
of Anak. Their verbiage reflects a lack of faith and a feeling of
being insignificant and powerless compared to their enemies.

However, the faithful spies Caleb and Joshua do not verify the
other ten spies’ report, leading some scholars to believe that the
fearful reports from the other ten are hyperbolic and should not
be taken literally. Furthermore, the other ten spies died by a
plague before the LORD (Numbers 14:37).

3. The “Nephilim” were the “fallen ones.”

This view holds that “the sons of God” refers to the descendants of
Seth, while the phrase “the daughters of men” refers to the
descendants of Cain. In other words, the righteous line of Seth
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intermarried with the unrighteous line of Cain resulting in the
corruption of society.

a. As many years went by, the Cainites increased their evil deeds
because they lived so long and their ungodly ways compounded to
and heavily influenced the next generations.

b. The Sethite Lamech also had sons and daughters. What
happened to them? Why would Noah'’s sons and their wives live
and Lamech’s would die in the Flood? They too died in the flood.
Only the 8 lived. Whoever was not on the ark died.

c. In summary, THE Nephilim were the “fallen ones” from Seth’s
lineage, i.e., all those who intermarried with the Cainites were the
“fallen ones.” The Sethite patriarchs were the remnant, but not
their children, except for Noah'’s three sons, Shem, Ham, and
Japheth. The result of the sons of God intermarrying with the evil
Cainite lineage was that all of humanity had to be exterminated
except for 8 people.

d. Seth’s lineage (the sons of God) intermarried with Cain’s lineage
that caused the LORD to bring the Flood over the entire earth
because of their collective wickedness. They brought God’s
judgment all upon themselves. Thus, all of those who intermarried
died during the Flood, which also turbulently ended Cain’s
lineage. When the eight persons stepped upon the earth after the
Flood, it denoted a new beginning.

E. The LORD’s Second Decree & the Countdown Continues (vv. 5-7)

Genesis 6:5-7 summarizes the depth of human wickedness before the
Flood, by emphasizing the LORD’s sorrow and decision to destroy
humanity due to their pervasive evil thoughts and deeds.

The LORD observes that every inclination of the human heart had sunk
to do only evil continually, leading to a profound grief and regret within
Him. This prompts the LORD’s decision to wipe out humankind and all



The Sons of God: An Excursion of Hebrews 1:5-14 Page 55

other air-breathing creatures from the earth. The only exception that the
narrator mentions later is that an exception is made for Noah and his
family.

1. Verse 5: The LORD Saw Man’s Great Wickedness on Earth

The narrator first describes the dire state of the Cainite’s and
Sethite’s lineages before the great Flood. The LORD saw how great
the wickedness of man was on the earth and that every intention of
the thoughts of their hearts was only evil continually.

Biblical narrative often withholds pieces of exposition until the
moment in the story when they are immediately relevant, but what is
the immediate relevance here? The narrator highlights the pervasive
and deep-seated corruption of the lineages, and thus serves as the
justification for the LORD’s decision to send the Flood.

“Then the LORD saw that the wickedness of man was great”: The

first clause indicates that the LORD observed the widespread and
severe sinfulness of humanity.

“on the earth™: The prepositional phrase emphasizes that man’s

wickedness was not isolated but a global phenomenon. We must
remember that the earth’s continents had not yet separated. Genesis
10:25 may suggest this could refer to a literal division of the earth’s
landmass, possibly related to continental drift or other possible
geological events that occurred after the Flood.

“and that every intent of the thoughts of his heart was only evil

continually.”: This statement by the LORD goes beyond mere actions
and points to the corruption of “every intent of the thought” of “his
heart.”#* The LORD’s statement signifies that their thoughts were
consistently and entirely focused on evil.

41 The English language does not have an equivalent term for the Hebrew term “heart,” which refers
to the locus of thought, feeling, volition, and morality (O. R. Brandon, “Heart,” in Evangelical
Dictionary, ed. W. Elwell (Grand Rapids: Baker, 1984), 498-499.
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The narrator’'s comments are central to its interpretation. The initial
statement about the human situation (6:5) provides the rationale for
what follows: the great wickedness of humankind and the evil
inclination of the human heart’s desire to act independent of God. The
words only, every, and continually specify the narcissistic depth, and
breadth, of human sinfulness.

2. Verse 6: The LORD’s Regret of Making Man

The sinfulness of the human heart is set alongside the LORD’s
response concerning His heart. The LORD appears not as an angry
and vengeful judge, but as a grieving Creator, distressed over what
has occurred.

Note the wordplay in this verse with “comfort” (< QM) in the Niphal)
and the noun “pain” (< 282) with that of Lamech’s pronouncement in
Genesis 5:29. Both the LORD and Lamech are pained by sin.
However, his son will bring comfort to both. The Hebrew term “pain”

means “indignant rage.”

The LORD’s intrinsic nature is that of righteousness and holiness;
therefore, the unchanging God is always pained by sin. Moreover,
because He is immutable, he will always change his plans to do good
if people persist in their sin. For example, the prophet Jeremiah said,

“90Or at another moment | might speak concerning a nation or
concerning a kingdom to build up or to plant it; 1°if it does evil in My
sight by not obeying My voice, then | will think better of the good
with which | had promised to bless it. 1'So now then, speak to the
men of Judah and against the inhabitants of Jerusalem saying,
‘Thus says the LORD, “Behold, | am fashioning calamity against
you and devising a plan against you. Oh turn back, each of you

from his evil way, and reform your ways and your deeds
(Jeremiah 18:9-10).42

42 See also Exodus 32:12, 14: 1 Samuel 15:11; 2 Samuel 24:16; Amos 7:3, 6.
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The LORD’s reconsideration about humanity at the time of the Flood
is entirely consistent with His unchanging character. He is not fickle;
He does not change His mind (Numbers 23:19 and 1 Samuel 15:29),
including His mind to reconsider. His people always can rely on God
to reconsider His original intention to do good or evil according to
their response to Him—without discrimination.

3. Verse 7: The LORD’s Second Decree; He Will Blot Out Man

“Then the LORD said, “l will blot out man whom | have created from
the face of the earth”: This judgment extends from the creation to the
Flood, which is a prophetic paradigm for the coming second judgment
on the current “earth,” lasting from the Flood to destruction by fire (cf.
2 Peter 3:5-7).

This is a good time to be reminded of what Jesus said about His
return.

“3’For the coming of the Son of Man will be just like the days of
Noah. *¥For as in those days before the flood they were eating and
drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, until the day that Noah
entered the ark, **and they did not understand until the flood came

and took them all away; so will the coming of the Son of Man be”
(Matthew 24:37-39).

The extent of God’s judgment is from “man to animals to creeping
things and to winged creatures of the sky.” As the ground must
endure the consequences of its rulers’ (both the man and the
woman'’s) disobedience also must all air-breathing animals and living
creatures. Ponder this: our original parents’ transgression and sin is
what eventually brought about the Flood and God'’s blotting out
almost all of the air-breathing creatures.

F. A Godly Man in a Worldly Wicked World (v. 8)

Genesis 6:8 serves as a crucial transition, introducing the central
figure of the Flood Narrative and highlighting the reason for God’s
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intervention (the horrendous wickedness of humanity) and the
exception (Noah'’s righteousness).

The narrator’s statement, “But Noah found favor in the eyes of the
LORD,” appears climactically at the end of the Adamic toledoth. Noah
represents a new beginning, an inversion that was anticipated in
Lamech’s pronouncement (Genesis 5:29). Noah finds God’s
grace/favor not in spite of sin but because of his righteousness. God
works in Noah as in all of His people, both to will and to do according
to His good pleasure (Philippians 2:13).

The preceding verses (Genesis 6:5-7) relate the pervasive evil and
violence that had filled the earth, thus leading God to regret creating
humanity. Genesis 6:8 then introduces Noah, a man who found favor
with God, demonstrating that God’s grace can be extended even
when the world is filled with sin.

V. SUMMARY & APPLICATION

Genesis 6:1-8 describes a period of extreme wickedness on earth before
the Flood, highlighting God’s grief and decision to control it by the
judgment of the Flood. The passage details the increasing evil of
humanity, their corruption of godly lines through intermarriage, and the
resulting judgment. It also introduces Noah, a righteous man, who finds
favor with God and is chosen to be spared with his family.

Notably, the flood story concludes with essentially the same description
of the human race (Genesis 8:21). In other words, the flood did not have
any effect whatsoever on the sinfulness of humankind. God makes a
decision to continue with the world even without any human change; the
world’s future will depend upon God’s promises.

Intermarriage between the Israelite’s faith in one God and that with their
ungodly neighbors plagued its history. Although there was no
commandment beforehand to marry outside of their faith before Genesis
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6:1-8, it nevertheless becomes the paradigm not to do so because of the
consequences it yields.

When it comes to the patriarchs in Genesis, their focus was on marrying
within the family and avoiding marriage with the neighboring

Canaanites. It was understood that when families marry sons and
daughters to one another, they become “one people” (Genesis 34:22).
Thus Abraham sent “his servant, the oldest of his household” (Eliezer of
Damascus; Genesis 15:2) to find a bride for his son Isaac in the
household of his brother Nahor (Genesis 24:2-4; cf. 24:15), and Rebekah
sent Jacob to her brother Laban to find a wife (Genesis 27:42-45). The
Jacob Narrative emphasizes this point, as Jacob’s brother Esau married
two Hittite women (also called “Canaanites”) that displeased Isaac and
caused Rebekah to “loathe” her life (Genesis 26:34-35; 27:46; 28:6-9).
Isaac therefore explicitly instructed Jacob to not take a Canaanite wife
but marry one of Laban’s daughters (Genesis 28:1-5). Thus, the author
of Genesis is clear that the patriarchs wanted to avoid intermarriage
with the Canaanites, a theme expanded upon throughout the
Pentateuch and the rest of the Old Testament.

The primary passages prohibiting intermarriage with unbelievers
(particularly Canaanites) are found in Exodus and Deuteronomy.
Yahweh gave these commands to the people of Israel prior to the
conquest of the land of Canaan, as He knew that intermarriage with the
Canaanites would be a temptation for Israel. Both these passages
emphasize that marrying sons and daughters off to Canaanites would
result in Israelite sons and daughters worshiping (or “whoring after”) the
gods of the Canaanites:

“!1Be sure to observe what | am commanding you this day: behold, |
am going to drive out the Amorite before you, and the Canaanite, the
Hittite, the Perizzite, the Hivite and the Jebusite. ?Watch yourself
that you make no covenant with the inhabitants of the land into
which you are going, or it will become a snare in your midst. 13But
rather, you are to tear down their altars and smash their sacred
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pillars and cut down their Asherim *— for you shall not worship any
other god, for the LORD, whose name is Jealous, is a jealous God —
5otherwise you might make a covenant with the inhabitants of the
land and they would play the harlot with their gods and sacrifice to
their gods, and someone might invite you to eat of his sacrifice, **and
you might take some of his daughters for your sons, and his
daughters might play the harlot with their gods and cause your
sons also to play the harlot with their gods” (Exodus 34:11-16;
NASB, emphasis is mine).

“'When the LORD your God brings you into the land where you are
entering to possess it, and clears away many nations before you, the
Hittites and the Girgashites and the Amorites and the Canaanites
and the Perizzites and the Hivites and the Jebusites, seven nations
greater and stronger than you, 2and when the LORD your God
delivers them before you and you defeat them, then you shall utterly
destroy them. You shall make no covenant with them and show no
favor to them. 3Furthermore, you shall not intermarry with them;
you shall not give your daughters to their sons, nor shall you take
their daughters for your sons. “For they will turn your sons away
from following Me to serve other gods; then the anger of the LORD
will be kindled against you and He will quickly destroy you. °But
thus you shall do to them: you shall tear down their altars, and
smash their sacred pillars, and hew down their Asherim, and burn
their graven images with fire. °For you are a holy people to the LORD
your God; the LORD your God has chosen you to be a people for His
own possession out of all the peoples who are on the face of the
earth” (Deuteronomy 7:1-6; NASB, emphasis is mine).

God instructed the Israelites to drive out the Canaanites so that Israel
would inherit the land that God promised to Abraham. God is quite clear
that Israel was to make no covenant with the Canaanites—which
included the covenant of marriage. The key takeaway here is that God
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knew intermarriage with unbelievers would lead His people into
worship of other gods and ultimately apostasy.

The LORD’s same prohibition against intermarrying unbelievers was
also announced to His people in many other instances, including
Deuteronomy 23:3; Joshua 23:11-13; Judges 2:20—3:5; 1 Kings 11:1-43;
16:1—19; Ezra 9:1-3, 10-12; and Nehemiah 10:29-30; 13:23-27.

We as Gentiles do not have a bloodline like the Israelites, but because
we believe by faith in the Seed of Abraham, Jesus Christ, we do have a
responsibility not to intermarry with unbelievers. The most explicit New
Testament teaching is in 1 Corinthians 7, where Paul addresses issues of
marriage and divorce. Christians who are married to unbelievers are not
to separate or divorce an unbelieving spouse, though it cannot always
be prevented when an unbelieving spouse divorces a Christian (1
Corinthians 7:12-16).

However, the Apostle Paul gives an important command regarding
marriage in his instructions regarding widows: “A wife is bound to her
husband as long as he lives. But if her husband dies, she is free to be
married to whom she wishes, only in the Lord” (1 Corinthians 7:39).

Thus, our spouses need to be of the same faith. If we are married to an
unbeliever, we are to live in peace and do not seek to be divorced if at all
possible. However, if we are seeking to marry, our spouse needs to be
thoroughly vetted that they are godly.

If Christ saves us from our sins, if He is our Lord, and if we worship God

above all things—then how can we marry someone who does not share
this same attitude and lifestyle? Marriage is the most important earthly

relationship in life, and whom one worships is the most important thing

about a person. Thus, Paul says:

“14Do not be bound together with unbelievers; for what partnership
have righteousness and lawlessness, or what fellowship has light
with darkness? 1°Or what harmony has Christ with Belial, or what
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has a believer in common with an unbeliever? 0r what agreement

has the temple of God with idols? For we are the temple of the living
God; just as God said,

I WILL DWELL IN THEM AND WALK AMONG THEM,;
AND [ WILL BE THEIR GOD, AND THEY SHALL BE MY PEOPLE.

"Therefore, COME OUT FROM THEIR MIDST AND BE
SEPARATE,” says the Lord.

AND DO NOT TOUCH WHAT IS UNCLEAN;
And | will welcome you.

18And | will be a father to you,
And you shall be sons and daughters to Me;’
Says the Lord Almighty” (2 Corinthians 6:14-18; NASB).
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25.

206.

27.

28.

29.

Appendix A

Exodus 1:17
“But the midwives feared [the] God, and did not do as the king of Egypt
had commanded them, but let the boys live.”
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Exodus 1:21
“Because the midwives feared [the] God, He established households for
them.”
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Exodus 2:23

“Now it came about in the course of those many days that the king of
Egypt died. And the sons of Israel sighed because of the bondage, and
they cried out; and their cry for help because of their bondage rose up to

[the] God.”
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Exodus 3:1
“Now Moses was pasturing the flock of Jethro his father-in-law, the priest
of Midian; and he led the flock to the west side of the wilderness and
came to Horeb, the mountain of God.”
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Exodus 3:6

“He said also, ‘Il am the God of your father, the God of Abraham, the God

of Isaac, and the God of Jacob.” Then Moses hid his face, for he was afraid

to look at [the] God.”
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30.

31

32.

33.

34.

Exodus 3:11
“But Moses said to [the] God, ‘Who am |, that | should go to Pharaoh, and
that | should bring the sons of Israel out of Eqypt?”
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Exodus 3:12
“And He said, ‘Certainly | will be with you, and this shall be the sign to you
that itis | who have sent you: when you have brought the people out of
Egypt, you shall worship the God at this mountain.”™
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Exodus 3:13

“Then Moses said to [the] God, ‘Behold, | am going to the sons of Israel,
and | will say to them, “The God of your fathers has sent me to you.” Now
they may say to me, “What is His name?” What shall | say to them?””
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Exodus 4:20

“So Moses took his wife and his sons and mounted them on a donkey, and
returned to the land of Egypt. Moses also took the staff of God in his
hand.”
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Exodus 4:27
“Now the LORD said to Aaron, ‘Go to meet Moses in the wilderness.” So
he went and met him at the mountain of God and kissed him.”
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35.

36.

37.

38.

39.

40.

Exodus 14:19
“The angel of God, who had been going before the camp of Israel, moved

and went behind them; and the pillar of cloud moved from before them
and stood behind them.”
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Exodus 17:9

“So Moses said to Joshua, ‘Choose men for us and go out, fight against
Amalek. Tomorrow | will station myself on the top of the hill with the staff

of God in my hand.
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Exodus 18:5
“Then Jethro, Moses’ father-in-law, came with his sons and his wife to

Moses in the wilderness where he was camped, at the mount of God.”
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Exodus 18:11
“Now | know that the LORD is greater than all [the] gods; indeed, it was
proven when they dealt proudly against the people.”
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Exodus 18:12
“Then Jethro, Moses’ father-in-law, took a burnt offering and sacrifices for

God, and Aaron came with all the elders of Israel to eat a meal with
Moses’ father-in-law before [the] God.”
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Exodus 18:16
“When they have a dispute, it comes to me, and | judge between a man
and his neighbor and make known the statutes of God and His laws.”
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41.

42.

43.

44.

45.

46.

RITTN YT R PR SN 'R HRR N N2 2T 517
21N OORT
Exodus 18:19a

Now listen to me: | will give you counsel, and God be with you. You be
the people’s representative before [the] God, ...”
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Exodus 18:19b
““and you bring the disputes to the God,
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Exodus 19:3
“Moses went up to [the] God, and the LORD called to him from the
mountain, saying, ‘Thus you shall say to the house of Jacob and tell the

sons of Israel:
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Exodus 19:17
“And Moses brought the people out of the camp to meet [the] God, and
they stood at the foot of the mountain.”
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Exodus 19:19
“When the sound of the trumpet grew louder and louder, Moses spoke
and [the] God answered him with thunder.”
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Exodus 20:20

“Moses said to the people, ‘Do not be afraid; for [the] God has come in
order to test you, and in order that the fear of Him may remain with you,
so that you may not sin.”
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47.

48.

49.

50.

51.

Exodus 20:21
“So the people stood at a distance, while Moses approached the thick
cloud where [the] God was.”
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Exodus 21:6

“then his master shall bring him to [the] God, then he shall bring him to
the door or the doorpost. And his master shall pierce his ear with an awl;
and he shall serve him permanently.”
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Exodus 21:13
“‘But if he did not lie in wait for him, but [the] God let him fall into his hand,
then | will appoint you a place to which he may flee.”
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Exodus 22:8 (MT = 22:7)
“If the thief is not caught, then the owner of the house shall appear before
[the] judges [D’;f‘?;s‘:f], to determine whether he laid his hands on his

neighbor’s property.
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Exodus 22:9 (MT = 22:8)
“For every breach of trust, whether it is for ox, for donkey, for sheep, for
clothing, or for any lost thing about which one says, ‘This is it,’ the case of
both parties shall come before the judges [D’;j5§;1]; he whom the judges
condemn shall pay double to his neighbor.™
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52.

53.

54.

55.

56.

57.

Exodus 24:11
“Yet He did not stretch out His hand against the nobles of the sons of
Israel; and they saw [the] God, and they ate and drank.”
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Exodus 24:13
“So Moses arose with Joshua his servant, and Moses went up to the
mountain of God.”
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Numbers 22:10
“Balaam said to [the] God, ‘Balak the son of Zippor, king of Moab, has
sent word to me,”
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Numbers 23:27

“Then Balak said to Balaam, ‘Please come, | will take you to another place;
perhaps it will be agreeable with [the] God that you curse them for me
from there.”
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Deuteronomy 4:35
“To you it was shown that you might know that the LORD, He is [the]
God; there is no other besides Him.”
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Deuteronomy 4:39

“Know therefore today, and take it to your heart, that the LORD, He is
[the] God in heaven above and on the earth below; there is no other.””
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58.

59.

60.

61.

62.

Deuteronomy 7:9

“Know therefore that the LORD your God, He is [the] God (D’;j5§g), the
faithful God (5;:4:1), who keeps His covenant and His lovingkindness to a
thousandth generation with those who love Him and keep His

commandments;
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Deuteronomy 10:17
“For the LORD your God is the God (’ﬁ‘?;{) of gods (D’ﬁ5§n) and the Lord
of lords, the great, the mighty, and the awesome God (%77) who does not

show partiality nor take a bribe.”
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Deuteronomy 33:1
“Now this is the blessing with which Moses the man of God blessed the

sons of Israel before his death.”
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Joshua 14:6

“Then the sons of Judah drew near to Joshua in Gilgal, and Caleb the son
of Jephunneh the Kenizzite said to him, ‘You know the word which the
LORD spoke to Moses the man of God concerning you and me in Kadesh-

barnea.”
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Joshua 22:34
“The sons of Reuben and the sons of Gad called the altar Witness; ‘For,’
they said, ‘it is a witness between us that the LORD is [the] God.”
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63. Joshua 24:1
“Then Joshua gathered all the tribes of Israel to Shechem, and called for
the elders of Israel and for their heads and their judges and their officers;
and they presented themselves before [the] God.”
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64. Judges 6:20
“The angel of God said to him, ‘Take the meat and the unleavened bread

and lay them on this rock, and pour out the broth.” And he did so.”
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65. Judges 6:36
“Then Gideon said to [the] God, ‘If You will deliver Israel through me, as
You have spoken,”
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66. Judges 6:39
“Then Gideon said to [the] God, ‘Do not let Your anger burn against me
that | may speak once more; please let me make a test once more with the
fleece, let it now be dry only on the fleece, and let there be dew on all the
ground.”
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67. Judges 7:14
“His friend replied, ‘This is nothing less than the sword of Gideon the son
of Joash, a man of Israel; [the] God has given Midian and all the camp into
his hand.”
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68.

Judges 10:14
““Go and cry out to [the] gods which you have chosen; let them deliver
you in the time of your distress.”
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69. Judges 13:6a

70.

71.

72.

73.

74.

“Then the woman came and told her husband, saying, ‘A the man of God
cametome...”

DN N2 TONT BN SRR RS KT ERT Nom
Judges 13:6b
“‘and his appearance was like the appearance of the angel of God, very

awesome. And | did not ask him where he came from, nor did he tell me
his name.””
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Judges 13:8
“Then Manoah entreated the LORD and said, ‘O Lord, please let the man
of God whom You have sent come to us again that he may teach us what
to do for the boy who is to be born.”
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Judges 13:9a
“[The] God listened to the voice of Manoah;”
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Judges 13:9b
“and the angel of God came again to the woman as she was sitting in the

field, but Manoah her husband was not with her.”
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Judges 16:28

“Then Samson called to the LORD and said, ‘O Lord GOD, please
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75.

76.

77.

78.

79.

remember me and please strengthen me just this time, O [the] God, that |
may at once be avenged of the Philistines for my two eyes.”
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Judges 18:31

“So they set up for themselves Micah’s graven image which he had made,

all the time that the house of God was at Shiloh.”
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Judges 20:2
“The chiefs of all the people, even of all the tribes of Israel, took their stand
in the assembly of the people of God, 400,000 foot soldiers who drew the

sword.”
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Judges 20:27
“The sons of Israel inquired of the LORD (for the ark of the covenant of

God was there in those days,”
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Judges 21:2
“So the people came to Bethel and sat there before [the] God until
evening, and lifted up their voices and wept bitterly.”

12271 271P WP DTIONT 2195 2947y DY 2wl S8R B N
£ 517122
1 Samuel 4:4
“So the people sent to Shiloh, and from there they carried the ark of the
covenant of the LORD of hosts who sits above the cherubim; and the two
sons of Eli, Hophni and Phinehas, were there with the ark of the covenant
of God.”
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80.

81.

82.

83.

84.
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1 Samuel 4:8a
““Woe to us! Who shall deliver us from the hand of these mighty [the]
gods?™
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1 Samuel 4:8b
“These are [the] gods who smote the Egyptians with all kinds of plagues
in the wilderness.”
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1 Samuel 4:13
“When he came, behold, Eli was sitting on his seat by the road eagerly
watching, because his heart was trembling for the ark of God. So the man

came to tell it in the city, and all the city cried out.”
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1 Samuel 4:17

“Then the one who brought the news replied, ‘Israel has fled before the

Philistines and there has also been a great slaughter among the people,
and your two sons also, Hophni and Phinehas, are dead, and the ark of
God has been taken.™
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1 Samuel 4:18
“When he mentioned the ark of God, Eli fell off the seat backward beside
the gate, and his neck was broken and he died, for he was old and heavy.

Thus he judged Israel forty years.”
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8b.

86.

87.

88.

89.

90.

1 Samuel 4:19
“Now his daughter-in-law, Phinehas’s wife, was pregnant and about to
give birth; and when she heard the news that the ark of God was taken

and that her father-in-law and her husband had died, she kneeled down
and gave birth, for her pains came upon her.”
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1 Samuel 4:21

“And she called the boy Ichabod, saying, ‘The glory has departed from

Israel,” because the ark of God was taken and because of her father-in-

law and her husband.
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1 Samuel 5:1

“Now the Philistines took the ark of God and brought it from Ebenezer to
Ashdod.”
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1 Samuel 5:2
“Then the Philistines took the ark of God and brought it to the house of
Dagon and set it by Dagon.”
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1 Samuel 5:10a
“So they sent the ark of God to Ekron.”
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1 Samuel 5:10b
“And as the ark of God came to Ekron the Ekronites cried out, saying,

‘They have brought the ark of the God of Israel around to us, to kill us and
our people.”
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91. 1 Samuel 5:11
“They sent therefore and gathered all the lords of the Philistines and said,
‘Send away the ark of the God of Israel, and let it return to its own place,
so that it will not kill us and our people.’ For there was a deadly confusion
throughout the city; the hand of God was very heavy there.”
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92. 1 Samuel 6:20
“The men of Beth-shemesh said, ‘Who is able to stand before the LORD,
this holy [the] God? And to whom shall He go up from us?™”
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93. 1 Samuel 9:7
“Then Saul said to his servant, ‘But behold, if we go, what shall we bring
the man? For the bread is gone from our sack and there is no present to
bring to the man of God. What do we have?”
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94. 1 Samuel 9:8
“The servant answered Saul again and said, ‘Behold, | have in my hand a
fourth of a shekel of silver; | will give it to the man of God and he will tell

us our way.”
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95. 1 Samuel 9:10

“Then Saul said to his servant, ‘Well said; come, let us go.” So they went to
the city where the man of God was.”
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96. 1 Samuel 10:3
“Then you will go on further from there, and you will come as far as the
oak of Tabor, and there three men going up to [the] God at Bethel will
meet you, one carrying three young goats, another carrying three loaves

of bread, and another carrying a jug of wine;
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97. 1 Samuel 10:5
“Afterward you will come to the hill of God where the Philistine garrison

is; and it shall be as soon as you have come there to the city, that you will
meet a group of prophets coming down from the high place with harp,
tambourine, flute, and a lyre before them, and they will be prophesying.”
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98. 1 Samuel 10:7
“It shall be when these signs come to you, do for yourself what the
occasion requires, for [the] God is with you.”
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99. 1 Samuel 14:18a
“Then Saul said to Ahijah, ‘Bring the ark of God here.....””
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100. 1 Samuel 14:18b
“For the ark of God was at that time with the sons of Israel.”
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101.

102.

103.

104.

105.

1 Samuel 14:36
“Then Saul said, ‘Let us go down after the Philistines by night and take
spoil among them until the morning light, and let us not leave a man of

them.” And they said, ‘Do whatever seems good to you.’ So the priest
said, ‘Let us draw near to [the] God here.”
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2 Samuel 2:27
“Joab said, ‘As [the] God lives, if you had not spoken, surely then the
people would have gone away in the morning, each from following his
brother.™
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2 Samuel 6:2
“And David arose and went with all the people who were with him to

Baale-judah, to bring up from there the ark of God which is called by the
Name, the very name of the LORD of hosts who is enthroned above the
cherubim.

: vw 072727 2¢° NINDY T oY oF RPITIWR OTONT 118

X o niSpaD T Hran AN W Brnoo1 T 77 opn

2 Samuel 6:3

“They placed the ark of God on a new cart that they might bring it from
the house of Abinadab which was on the hill; and Uzzah and Ahio, the
sons of Abinadab, were leading the new cart.”
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2 Samuel 6:4
“So they brought it with the ark of God from the house of Abinadab,
which was on the hill; and Ahio was walking ahead of the ark.”
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106. 2 Samuel 6:6
“But when they came to the threshing floor of Nacon, Uzzah reached out
toward the ark of God and took hold of it, for the oxen nearly upset it.”
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107. 2 Samuel 6:7a
“And the anger of the LORD burned against Uzzah, and [the] God struck
him down there for his irreverence;”
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108. 2 Samuel 6:7b
“and he died there by the ark of God.”
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109. 2 Samuel 6:12a
“Now it was told King David, saying, ‘The LORD has blessed the house

of Obed-edom and all that belongs to him, on account of the ark of God .
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110. 2 Samuel 6:12b
“David went and brought up the ark of God from the house of Obed-

edom into the city of David with gladness.”
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111. 2 Samuel 7:2
“that the king said to Nathan the prophet, ‘See now, | dwell in a house of
cedar, but the ark of God dwells within tent curtains.”
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112.

113.

114.

115.

116.

117.

2 Samuel 7:28
“Now, O Lord GOD, You are [the] God, and Your words are truth, and

You have promised this good thing to Your servant.
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2 Samuel 12:16
“David therefore inquired of [the] God for the child; and David fasted and
went and lay all night on the ground.”
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2 Samuel 14:17
“Then your maidservant said, ‘Please let the word of my lord the king be
comforting, for as the angel of God, so is my lord the king to discern

good and evil. And may the LORD your God be with you.”
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2 Samuel 14:20
“in order to change the appearance of things your servant Joab has done
this thing. But my lord is wise, like the wisdom of the angel of God, to

know all that is in the earth.”
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2 Samuel 15:24a
“Now behold, Zadok also came, and all the Levites with him carrying the

ark of the covenant of God.”
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2 Samuel 15:24b
“And they set down the ark of God, and Abiathar came up until all the

people had finished passing from the city.”
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118.

119.

120.

121.

122.

123.

2 Samuel 15:29
“Therefore Zadok and Abiathar returned the ark of God to Jerusalem and

remained there.”
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2 Samuel 16:23
“The advice of Ahithophel, which he gave in those days, was as if one
inquired of the word of God; so was all the advice of Ahithophel

regarded by both David and Absalom.”
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2 Samuel 19:27 (MT = 19:28)
“Moreover, he has slandered your servant to my lord the king; but my

lord the king is like the angel of God, therefore do what is good in your

sight.”
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1 Kings 8:60

“so that all the peoples of the earth may know that the LORD is [the]
God; there is no one else.”
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1 Kings 12:22

“But the word of God came to Shemaiah the man of God, saying,”
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1 Kings 13:4

“Now when the king heard the saying of the man of God, which he cried

against the altar in Bethel, Jeroboam stretched out his hand from the
altar, saying, ‘Seize him.” But his hand which he stretched out against
him dried up, so that he could not draw it back to himself.”
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124.

125.

126.

127.

128.
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1 Kings 13:5
“The altar also was split apart and the ashes were poured out from the
altar, according to the sign which the man of God had given by the word
of the LORD.”
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1 Kings 13:6a
“The king said to the man of God, ‘Please entreat the LORD your God,
and pray for me, that my hand may be restored to me.”

'1’1'[27& a1 ’JD b NJ'ZTI D’ﬂ‘?&ﬂ U’& z7Z’<| 173&’1 '[5?31‘[ g
*bx aa=lvigh i b‘vsnm
1 Kings 13:6b
“So the man of God entreated the LORD, and the king’s hand was
restored to him, and it became as it was before.”
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1 Kings 13:7
“Then the king said to the man of God, ‘Come home with me and refresh

yourself, and | will give you a reward.”
7 TN TTEOY TR NI STONT NN 97T D2 T
algln
1 Kings 13:8
“But the man of God said to the king, ‘If you were to give me half your

house | would not go with you, nor would | eat bread or drink water in
this place.”
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129.

130.

131.

132.

133.

1 Kings 13:11

“Now an old prophet was living in Bethel; and his sons came and told
him all the deeds which the man of God had done that day in Bethel; the
words which he had spoken to the king, these also they related to their
father.”
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1 Kings 13:12
“Their father said to them, ‘Which way did he go?’ Now his sons had

seen the way which the man of God who came from Judah had gone.”
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1 Kings 13:14a
“So he went after the man of God and found him sitting under an oak;

and he said to him,...”
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1 Kings 13:14b
“Are you the man of God who came from Judah?’ And he said, ‘l am.”
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1 Kings 13:21
“and he cried to the man of God who came from Judah, saying, ‘Thus

says the LORD, “Because you have disobeyed the command of the
LORD, and have not observed the commandment which the LORD your
God commanded you”,”
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134. 1 Kings 13:26

135.

136.

137.

138.

“Now when the prophet who brought him back from the way heard it, he
said, ‘It is the man of God, who disobeyed the command of the LORD;
therefore the LORD has given him to the lion, which has torn him and

killed him, according to the word of the LORD which He spoke to him.”
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1 Kings 13:29
“So the prophet took up the body of the man of God and laid it on the

donkey and brought it back, and he came to the city of the old prophet to
mourn and to bury him.”
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1 Kings 13:31
“After he had buried him, he spoke to his sons, saying, ‘When | die, bury
me in the grave in which the man of God is buried; lay my bones beside

his bones.”™
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1 Kings 17:18
“So she said to Elijah, ‘What do | have to do with you, O [the] man of
God? You have come to me to bring my iniquity to remembrance and to

put my son to death!™
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1 Kings 18:21
“Elijah came near to all the people and said, ‘How long will you hesitate
between two opinions? If the LORD is [the] God, follow Him; but if Baal,
follow him.” But the people did not answer him a word.”
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139

140.

141.

142.

143.

144,
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1 Kings 18:24a

Then you call on the name of your god, and | will call on the name of
the LORD, and the God who answers by fire, . .."”
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1 Kings 18:24b

“He is [the] God.” And all the people said, ‘That is a good idea.”
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1 Kings 18:37

Answer me, O LORD, answer me, that this people may know that You,
O LORD, are [the] God, and that You have turned their heart back
again.”
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1 Kings 18:39a

“When all the people saw it, they fell on their faces; and they said, ‘The
LORD, He is [the] God;...”
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1 Kings 18:39b
“the LORD, He is [the] God.”
RO N

1 Kings 19:8
“So he arose and ate and drank, and went in the strength of that food

forty days and forty nights to Horeb, the mountain of God.”
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145.

146.

147.

148.

149.

1 Kings 20:28
“Then a [the] man of God came near and spoke to the king of Israel and

said, ‘Thus says the LORD, “Because the Arameans have said, ‘The
LORD is a god of the mountains, but He is not a god of the valleys,”
therefore | will give all this great multitude into your hand, and you shall
know that | am the LORD.™
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2 Kings 1:9
“Then the king sent to him a captain of fifty with his fifty. And he went
up to him, and behold, he was sitting on the top of the hill. And he said to
him, ‘O [the] man of God, the king says, ‘Come down.”
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2 Kings 1:11

“So he again sent to him another captain of fifty with his fifty. And he

said to him, ‘O [the] man of God, thus says the king, ‘Come down
quickly.”
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2 Kings 1:12
“Elijah replied to them, ‘If | am a [the] man of God, let fire come down

from heaven and consume you and your fifty.” Then the fire of God came
down from heaven and consumed him and his fifty.”
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2 Kings 1:13
“So he again sent the captain of a third fifty with his fifty. When the third
captain of fifty went up, he came and bowed down on his knees before
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150.

151.

152.

153.

154.

Elijah, and begged him and said to him, ‘O [the] man of God, please let
my life and the lives of these fifty servants of yours be precious in your
sight.”
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2 Kings 4:7
“Then she came and told the man of God. And he said, ‘Go, sell the oil

and pay your debt, and you and your sons can live on the rest.”
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2 Kings 4:16
“Then he said, ‘At this season next year you will embrace a son.” And she
said, ‘No, my lord, O [the] man of God, do not lie to your maidservant.”
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2 Kings 4:21

“She went up and laid him on the bed of the man of God, and shut the

door behind him and went out.”
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2 Kings 4:22
“Then she called to her husband and said, ‘Please send me one of the
servants and one of the donkeys, that | may run to the man of God and

return.’””
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2 Kings 4:25a
“So she went and came to the man of God to Mount Carmel. . ..”
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155.

156.

157.

158.

159.

160.

2 Kings 4:25b
“When the man of God saw her at a distance, he said to Gehazi his

servant, “Behold, there is the Shunammite.”
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2 Kings 4:27a

“When she came to the man of God to the hill, she caught hold of his

feet. And Gehazi came near to push her away;..."
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2 Kings 4:27b
“but the man of God said, ‘Let her alone, for her soul is troubled within
her; and the LORD has hidden it from me and has not told me.”
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2 Kings 4:40
“So they poured it out for the men to eat. And as they were eating of the
stew, they cried out and said, ‘O [the] man of God, there is death in the

pot.” And they were unable to eat.”
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2 Kings 4:42
“Now a man came from Baal-shalishah, and brought the man of God

bread of the first fruits, twenty loaves of barley and fresh ears of grain in
his sack. And he said, ‘Give them to the people that they may eat.”
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2 Kings 5:8
“It happened when Elisha the man of God heard that the king of Israel

had torn his clothes, that he sent word to the king, saying, ‘Why have
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161.

162.

163.

164.

you torn your clothes? Now let him come to me, and he shall know that
there is a prophet in Israel.”
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2 Kings b:14
“So he went down and dipped himself seven times in the Jordan,
according to the word of the man of God; and his flesh was restored like

the flesh of a little child and he was clean.”
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2 Kings b:15
“When he returned to the man of God with all his company, and came

and stood before him, he said, ‘Behold now, | know that there is no God
in all the earth, but in Israel; so please take a present from your servant

NOW.
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2 Kings 5:20
“But Gehaazi, the servant of Elisha the man of God, thought, ‘Behold, my

master has spared this Naaman the Aramean, by not receiving from his
hands what he brought. As the LORD lives, | will run after him and take
something from him.”
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2 Kings 6:6
“Then the man of God said, ‘Where did it fall?” And when he showed him
the place, he cut off a stick and threw it in there, and made the iron
float.”
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165.

166.

167.

168.

169.
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2 Kings 6:9
“The man of God sent word to the king of Israel saying, ‘Beware that you

do not pass this place, for the Arameans are coming down there.”
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2 Kings 6:10

“The king of Israel sent to the place about which the man of God had

told him; thus he warned him, so that he guarded himself there, more
than once or twice.”
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2 Kings 6:15
“Now when the attendant of the man of God had risen early and gone

out, behold, an army with horses and chariots was circling the city. And
his servant said to him, ‘Alas, my master! What shall we do?””
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2 Kings 7:2
“The royal officer on whose hand the king was leaning answered the
man of God and said, ‘Behold, if the LORD should make windows in
heaven, could this thing be? Then he said, ‘Behold, you will see it with

your own eyes, but you will not eat of it.
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2 Kings 7:17

“Now the king appointed the royal officer on whose hand he leaned to
have charge of the gate; but the people trampled on him at the gate, and
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170.

171.

172.

173.

he died just as the man of God had said, who spoke when the king came

down to him.”
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2 Kings 7:18
“It happened just as the man of God had spoken to the king, saying,

‘Two measures of barley for a shekel and a measure of fine flour for a
shekel, will be sold tomorrow about this time at the gate of Samaria.”
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2 Kings 7:19
“Then the royal officer answered the man of God and said, ‘Now behold,

if the LORD should make windows in heaven, could such a thing be?’
And he said, ‘Behold, you will see it with your own eyes, but you will not

eat of it.
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2 Kings 8:2
“So the woman arose and did according to the word of the man of God,

and she went with her household and sojourned in the land of the
Philistines seven years.”
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2 Kings 8:4
“Now the king was talking with Gehazi, the servant of the man of God,

saying, ‘Please relate to me all the great things that Elisha has done.™
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174.

175.

176.

177.

178.

2 Kings 8:7
“Then Elisha came to Damascus. Now Ben-hadad king of Aram was
sick, and it was told him, saying, ‘The man of God has come here.”
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2 Kings 8:8
“The king said to Hazael, “Take a gift in your hand and go to meet the
man of God, and inquire of the LORD by him, saying, “Will | recover from

this sickness”?””
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2 Kings 8:11
“He fixed his gaze steadily on him until he was ashamed, and the man
of God wept.”
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2 Kings 13:19

“So the man of God was angry with him and said, ‘You should have

struck five or six times, then you would have struck Aram until you would
have destroyed it. But now you shall strike Aram only three times.””
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2 Kings 19:15
“Hezekiah prayed before the LORD and said, ‘O LORD, the God of Israel,
who are enthroned above the cherubim, You are the God, You alone, of

all the kingdoms of the earth. You have made heaven and earth.
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179.

180.

181.

182.

183.

2 Kings 23:16

“Now when Josiah turned, he saw the graves that were there on the
mountain, and he sent and took the bones from the graves and burned
them on the altar and defiled it according to the word of the LORD which
the man of God proclaimed, who proclaimed these things.”
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2 Kings 23:17
“Then he said, ‘What is this monument that | see?” And the men of the

city told him, ‘It is the grave of the man of God who came from Judah

and proclaimed these things which you have done against the altar of
Bethel.™
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1 Chronicles 5:22
“For many fell slain, because the war was of [the] God. And they settled

in their place until the exile.”
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1 Chronicles 6:48 (MT = 6:33)
“Their kinsmen the Levites were appointed for all the service of the
tabernacle of the house of God.”
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1 Chronicles 6:49 (MT = 6:34)
“But Aaron and his sons offered on the altar of burnt offering and on the
altar of incense, for all the work of the most holy place, and to make

atonement for Israel, according to all that Moses the servant of God had
commanded.”
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184.

185.

186.

187.

188.
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1 Chronicles 9:11

“and Azariah the son of Hilkiah, the son of Meshullam, the son of Zadok,
the son of Meraioth, the son of Ahitub, the chief officer of the house of
God:”
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1 Chronicles 9:13
“and their relatives, heads of their fathers’ households, 1,760 very able
men for the work of the service of the house of God.”
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1 Chronicles 9:26
“for the four chief gatekeepers who were Levites, were in an office of

trust, and were over the chambers and over the treasuries in the house
of God.”
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1 Chronicles 9:27
“They spent the night around the house of God, because the watch was

committed to them; and they were in charge of opening it morning by
morning.”
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1 Chronicles 13:5
“So David assembled all Israel together, from the Shihor of Egypt even to
the entrance of Hamath, to bring the ark of God from Kiriath-jearim.”
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189. 1 Chronicles 13:6
“David and all Israel went up to Baalah, that is, to Kiriath-jearim, which
belongs to Judah, to bring up from there the ark of God, the LORD who is
enthroned above the cherubim, where His name is called.”
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190. 1 Chronicles 13:7
“They carried the ark of God on a new cart from the house of Abinadab,

and Uzza and Ahio drove the cart.”
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191. 1 Chronicles 13:8
“David and all Israel were celebrating before [the] God with all their
might, even with songs and with lyres, harps, tambourines, cymbals and
with trumpets.”
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192. 1 Chronicles 13:12a
“David was afraid of [the] God that day, .. ."
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193. 1 Chronicles 13:12b
“saying, ‘How can | bring the ark of God home to me?”
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194. 1 Chronicles 13:14
“Thus the ark of God remained with the family of Obed-edom in his
house three months; and the LORD blessed the family of Obed-edom
with all that he had.”
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195.

196.

197.

198.

199.

1 Chronicles 14:11

“So they came up to Baal-perazim, and David defeated them there; and
David said, ‘[The] God has broken through my enemies by my hand, like
the breakthrough of waters.” Therefore they named that place Baal-
perazim.”
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1 Chronicles 14:14

“David inquired again of God, and [the] God said to him, “You shall not
go up after them; circle around behind them and come at them in front of
the balsam trees.”
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1 Chronicles 14:15
“It shall be when you hear the sound of marching in the tops of the
balsam trees, then you shall go out to battle, for [the] God will have gone

out before you to strike the army of the Philistines.”
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1 Chronicles 14:16
“David did just as [the] God had commanded him, and they struck down
the army of the Philistines from Gibeon even as far as Gezer.”
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1 Chronicles 15:1
“Now David built houses for himself in the city of David; and he prepared
a place for the ark of God and pitched a tent for it.”
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200.

201.

202.

203.

204.

1 Chronicles 15:2
“Then David said, ‘No one is to carry the ark of God but the Levites; for

the LORD chose them to carry the ark of God and to minister to Him
forever.”
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1 Chronicles 15:15
“The sons of the Levites carried the ark of God on their shoulders with

the poles thereon, as Moses had commanded according to the word of
the LORD.”
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1 Chronicles 15:24
“Shebaniah, Joshaphat, Nethanel, Amasai, Zechariah, Benaiah and
Eliezer, the priests, blew the trumpets before the ark of God. Obed-edom

and Jehiah also were gatekeepers for the ark.”
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1 Chronicles 15:26

“Because [the] God was helping the Levites who were carrying the ark
of the covenant of the LORD, they sacrificed seven bulls and seven
rams.”
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1 Chronicles 16:1a
“And they brought in the ark of God and placed it inside the tent which
David had pitched forit,...”
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205.

206.

207.

208.

209.

210.

1 Chronicles 16:1b
“and they offered burnt offerings and peace offerings before [the] God.”
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1 Chronicles 16:6
“and Benaiah and Jahaziel the priests blew trumpets continually before
the ark of the covenant of God.”
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1 Chronicles 16:42
“And with them were Heman and Jeduthun with trumpets and cymbals
for those who should sound aloud, and with instruments for the songs of

God, and the sons of Jeduthun for the gate.”
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1 Chronicles 17:2

“Then Nathan said to David, ‘Do all that is in your heart, for [the] God is
with you.”
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1 Chronicles 17:21
“And what one nation in the earth is like Your people Israel, whom [the]
God went to redeem for Himself as a people, to make You a name by

great and terrible things, in driving out nations from before Your people,

whom You redeemed out of Egypt?””
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1 Chronicles 17:26
“Now, O LORD, You are [the] God, and have promised this good thing to
Your servant.”
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211.

212.

213.

214.

215.

1 Chronicles 21:7
“[The] God was displeased with this thing, so He struck Israel.”
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1 Chronicles 21:8
“David said to [the] God, ‘| have sinned greatly, in that | have done this
thing. But now, please take away the iniquity of Your servant, for | have

done very foolishly.
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1 Chronicles 21:15
“And [the] God sent an angel to Jerusalem to destroy it; but as he was
about to destroy it, the LORD saw and was sorry over the calamity, and
said to the destroying angel, “It is enough; now relax your hand.” And
the angel of the LORD was standing by the threshing floor of Ornan the
Jebusite.”
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1 Chronicles 21:17
“David said to [the] God, ‘Is it not | who commanded to count the people?
Indeed, | am the one who has sinned and done very wickedly, but these
sheep, what have they done? O LORD my God, please let Your hand be
against me and my father’s household, but not against Your people that

they should be plagued.
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1 Chronicles 22:1
“Then David said, ‘This is the house of the LORD God, and this is the
altar of burnt offering for Israel.”
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216.

217.

218.

219.

220.

221.

1 Chronicles 22:2
“So David gave orders to gather the foreigners who were in the land of

Israel, and he set stonecutters to hew out stones to build the house of
God.”
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1 Chronicles 22:19a
“Now set your heart and your soul to seek the LORD your God; arise,

therefore, and build the sanctuary of the LORD God, . .."
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1 Chronicles 22:19b

“so that you may bring the ark of the covenant of the LORD and the holy
vessels of God into the house that is to be built for the name of the
LORD.”
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1 Chronicles 23:14
“But as for Moses the man of God, his sons were named among the tribe
of Levi.”
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1 Chronicles 23:28

“For their office is to assist the sons of Aaron with the service of the
house of the LORD, in the courts and in the chambers and in the
purifying of all holy things, even the work of the service of the house of
God,”

1 Chronicles 24:5
“Thus they were divided by lot, the one as the other; for they were
officers of the sanctuary and [the] officers of God, both from the

descendants of Eleazar and the descendants of Ithamar.”
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222.

223.

224,

225.

226.

227.
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1 Chronicles 25:5a
“All these were the sons of Heman the king’s seer to exalt him according
to the words of God, .. ."
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1 Chronicles 25:5b
“for [the] God gave fourteen sons and three daughters to Heman.”
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1 Chronicles 25:6
“All these were under the direction of their father to sing in the house of
the LORD, with cymbals, harps and lyres, for the service of the house of

God. Asaph, Jeduthun and Heman were under the direction of the king.”
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1 Chronicles 26:20
“The Levites, their relatives, had charge of the treasures of the house of

God and of the treasures of the dedicated gifts.”
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1 Chronicles 26:32

“and his relatives, capable men, were 2,700 in number, heads of fathers’
households. And King David made them overseers of the Reubenites, the
Gadites and the half-tribe of the Manassites concerning all the affairs of
God and of the king.”
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1 Chronicles 28:3
“But [the] God said to me, ‘You shall not build a house for My name
because you are a man of war and have shed blood.”
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228.

229.

230.

231.
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1 Chronicles 28:12
“and the plan of all that he had in mind, for the courts of the house of the
LORD, and for all the surrounding rooms, for the storehouses of the

house of God and for the storehouses of the dedicated things;”

2720 PISEHT~0o51 MyTAte MiRAS YAy T2 M YN O miam
: ooy MinERGY avEoNT o TTERG

1 Chronicles 28:21

Now behold, there are the divisions of the priests and the Levites for all
the service of the house of God, and every willing man of any skill will be

with you in all the work for all kinds of service. The officials also and all

the people will be entirely at your command.
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1 Chronicles 29:7

“and for the service for the house of God they gave 5,000 talents and
10,000 darics of gold, and 10,000 talents of silver, and 18,000 talents of
brass, and 100,000 talents of iron.”
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2 Chronicles 1:3
“Then Solomon and all the assembly with him went to the high place
which was at Gibeon, for [the] God'’s tent of meeting was there, which

Moses the servant of the LORD had made in the wilderness.”
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232.

233.

234.

235.

236.

2 Chronicles 2:5 (MT = 2:4)
“The house which | am about to build will be great, for greater is our God

than all the gods.”
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2 Chronicles 3:3

“Now these are the foundations which Solomon laid for building the
house of God. The length in cubits, according to the old standard was

sixty cubits, and the width twenty cubits.”
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2 Chronicles 4:11

“Huram also made the pails, the shovels and the bowls. So Huram

finished doing the work which he performed for King Solomon in the

house of God:”
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2 Chronicles 4:19
“Solomon also made all the things that were in the house of God: even

the golden altar, the tables with the bread of the Presence on them,”
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2 Chronicles 5:1
“Thus all the work that Solomon performed for the house of the LORD
was finished. And Solomon brought in the things that David his father
had dedicated, even the silver and the gold and all the utensils, and put
them in the treasuries of the house of God.”
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237.

238.

239.

240.

241.

2 Chronicles 5:14
“so that the priests could not stand to minister because of the cloud, for
the glory of the LORD filled the house of God.”
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2 Chronicles 7:5
“King Solomon offered a sacrifice of 22,000 oxen and 120,000 sheep.
Thus the king and all the people dedicated the house of God.”
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2 Chronicles 8:14

“Now according to the ordinance of his father David, he appointed the
divisions of the priests for their service, and the Levites for their duties of
praise and ministering before the priests according to the daily rule, and
the gatekeepers by their divisions at every gate; for David the man of
God had so commanded.”

-5y mbm miylyimb 5y ovinsn m:bm DN TINTTNT 0D TN
opiwm iAe ara2Tb Bre T mw%w %rr‘v miypitatijal
: STONTEN T A8 15 *2 TpE TwwS enibrng

2 Chronicles 9:23
“And all the kings of the earth were seeking the presence of Solomon, to
hear his wisdom which [the] God had put in his heart.”

TN RN TRYD TEY eTIN o RIn 1IN R0 0O
+92732 OUTONT 103
2 Chronicles 10:15
“So the king did not listen to the people, for it was a turn of events from
[the] God that the LORD might establish His word, which He spoke
through Ahijah the Shilonite to Jeroboam the son of Nebat.”
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242.

243.

244,

245,

246.

247.

2 Chronicles 11:2
“But the word of the LORD came to Shemaiah the man of God, saying,”
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2 Chronicles 13:12
“Now behold, [the] God is with us at our head and His priests with the
signal trumpets to sound the alarm against you. O sons of Israel, do not
fight against the LORD God of your fathers, for you will not succeed.”
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2 Chronicles 13:15

“Then the men of Judah raised a war cry, and when the men of Judah
raised the war cry, then it was that [the] God routed Jeroboam and all
Israel before Abijah and Judah.”
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2 Chronicles 15:18

“He brought into the house of God the dedicated things of his father and

his own dedicated things: silver and gold and utensils.”
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2 Chronicles 18:5

“Then the king of Israel assembled the prophets, four hundred men, and
said to them, ‘Shall we go against Ramoth-gilead to battle, or shall |
refrain?’” And they said, ‘Go up, for [the] God will give it into the hand of
the king.”
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2 Chronicles 19:3

But there is some good in you, for you have removed the Asheroth from
the land and you have set your heart to seek [the] God.”
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248.

249.

250.

251.

252.

253.
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2 Chronicles 22:12
“He was hidden with them in the house of God six years while Athaliah

reigned over the land.”
PINTTOY NDRR MIP0Y1 07y WY Namnn oI0Ng 0722 BoN T

2 Chronicles 23:3
“Then all the assembly made a covenant with the king in the house of

God. And Jehoiada said to them, ‘Behold, the king’s son shall reign, as
the LORD has spoken concerning the sons of David.””
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2 Chronicles 23:9
“Then Jehoiada the priest gave to the captains of hundreds the spears
and the large and small shields which had been King David’s, which
were in the house of God.”
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2 Chronicles 24:7
“For the sons of the wicked Athaliah had broken into the house of God
and even used the holy things of the house of the LORD for the Baals.”
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2 Chronicles 24:9
“They made a proclamation in Judah and Jerusalem to bring to the LORD

the levy fixed by Moses the servant of God on Israel in the wilderness.”
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2 Chronicles 24:13
“So the workmen labored, and the repair work progressed in their hands,
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254,

255.

256.

257.

and they restored the house of God according to its specifications and

strengthened it.”
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2 Chronicles 24:16
“They buried him in the city of David among the kings, because he had
done well in Israel and to [the] God and His house.”
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2 Chronicles 24:20
“Then the Spirit of God came on Zechariah the son of Jehoiada the priest;
and he stood above the people and said to them, ‘Thus [the] God has
said, “Why do you transgress the commandments of the LORD and do
not prosper? Because you have forsaken the LORD, He has also

forsaken you.
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2 Chronicles 24:27

As to his sons and the many oracles against him and the rebuilding of
the house of God, behold, they are written in the treatise of the Book of

the Kings. Then Amaziah his son became king in his place.™
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2 Chronicles 25:7
“But a [the] man of God came to him saying, ‘O king, do not let the army
of Israel go with you, for the LORD is not with Israel nor with any of the
sons of Ephraim.”
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258.

259.

260.

201.

262.

263.

2 Chronicles 25:8

“But if you do go, do it, be strong for the battle; yet [the] God will bring
you down before the enemy, for God has power to help and to bring
down.™
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2 Chronicles 25:9a
“Amaziah said to the man of God, ‘But what shall we do for the hundred

talents which | have given to the troops of Israel?””
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2 Chronicles 25:9b
“And the man of God answered, ‘The LORD has much more to give you
than this.”™
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2 Chronicles 25:20

“But Amaziah would not listen, for it was from [the] God, that He might
deliver them into the hand of Joash because they had sought the gods of
Edom.”
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2 Chronicles 25:24
“He took all the gold and silver and all the utensils which were found in
the house of God with Obed-edom, and the treasures of the king'’s

house, the hostages also, and returned to Samaria.”
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2 Chronicles 26:5a
“He continued to seek God in the days of Zechariah, who had
understanding through the vision of God;..."
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204.

265

266.

267.

268.

269.
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2 Chronicles 26:5b
“and as long as he sought the LORD, [the] God prospered him.”

2N DT iR T
2 Chronicles 26:7
“[The] God helped him against the Philistines, and against the Arabians
who lived in Gur-baal, and the Meunites.”
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2 Chronicles 28:24a

“Moreover, when Ahaz gathered together the utensils of the house of
God,..."
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2 Chronicles 28:24b
“he cut the utensils of the house of God in pieces; and he closed the

doors of the house of the LORD and made altars for himself in every
corner of Jerusalem.”
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2 Chronicles 29:36
“Then Hezekiah and all the people rejoiced over what [the] God had
prepared for the people, because the thing came about suddenly.”
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2 Chronicles 30:12
“The hand of God was also on Judah to give them one heart to do what

the king and the princes commanded by the word of the LORD.”
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2 Chronicles 30:16
“They stood at their stations after their custom, according to the law of
Moses the man of God; the priests sprinkled the blood which they

received from the hand of the Levites.”
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2 Chronicles 30:19
“Everyone who prepares his heart to seek [the] God, the LORD God of
his fathers, though not according to the purification rules of the
sanctuary.”™
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2 Chronicles 31:13

“Jehiel, Azaziah, Nahath, Asahel, Jerimoth, Jozabad, Eliel, Ismachiah,
Mahath and Benaiah were overseers under the authority of Conaniah
and Shimei his brother by the appointment of King Hezekiah, and
Azariah was the chief officer of the house of God.”
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2 Chronicles 31:14
“Kore the son of Imnah the Levite, the keeper of the eastern gate, was
over the freewill offerings of God, to apportion the contributions for the
LORD and the most holy things.”
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2 Chronicles 31:21
“Every work which he began in the service of the house of God in law

and in commandment, seeking his God, he did with all his heart and
prospered.”
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2 Chronicles 32:16
“His servants spoke further against the LORD God and against His

servant Hezekiah.”
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2 Chronicles 32:31

“Even in the matter of the envoys of the rulers of Babylon, who sent to
him to inquire of the wonder that had happened in the land, [the] God
left him alone only to test him, that He might know all that was in his
heart.”

YIRD 1T N heien wAR or anheing 5232 *3*5?::1 159
: 1::15: b: n_mb wmczb 2 rioNT iary
2 Chronicles 33:7
“Then he put the carved image of the idol which he had made in the

house of God, of which God had said to David and to Solomon his son,

‘In this house and in Jerusalem, which | have chosen from all the tribes of
Israel, | will put My name forever;™
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2 Chronicles 33:13
“When he prayed to Him, He was moved by his entreaty and heard his
supplication, and brought him again to Jerusalem to his kingdom. Then
Manasseh knew that the LORD was [the] God.”
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2 Chronicles 35:8
“His officers also contributed a freewill offering to the people, the priests
and the Levites. Hilkiaoh and Zechariah and Jehiel, the officials of the
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house of God, gave to the priests for the Passover offerings 2,600 from
the flocks and 300 bulls.”
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2 Chronicles 36:16
“but they continually mocked the messengers of God, despised His

words and scoffed at His prophets, until the wrath of the LORD arose
against His people, until there was no remedy.”
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2 Chronicles 36:18
“All the articles of the house of God, great and small, and the treasures
of the house of the LORD, and the treasures of the king and of his
officers, he brought them all to Babylon.”
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2 Chronicles 36:19
“Then they burned the house of God and broke down the wall of

Jerusalem, and burned all its fortified buildings with fire and destroyed
all its valuable articles.”
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Ezra 1:3
“Whoever there is among you of all His people, may his God be with
him! Let him go up to Jerusalem which is in Judah and rebuild the house

of the LORD, the God of Israel; He is the God who is in Jerusalem.”
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Ezra 1:4
“Every survivor, at whatever place he may live, let the men of that place
support him with silver and gold, with goods and cattle, together with a

freewill offering for the house of God which is in Jerusalem.”
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Ezra 1:6

“Then the heads of fathers’ households of Judah and Benjamin and the
priests and the Levites arose, even everyone whose spirit [the] God had
stirred to go up and rebuild the house of the LORD which is in
Jerusalem.”
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Ezra 2:68
“Some of the heads of fathers’ households, when they arrived at the
house of the LORD which is in Jerusalem, offered willingly for the house
of God to restore it on its foundation.”
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Ezra 3:2
“Then Jeshua the son of Jozadak and his brothers the priests, and
Zerubbabel the son of Shealtiel and his brothers arose and built the altar
of the God of Israel to offer burnt offerings on it, as it is written in the law
of Moses, the man of God.”
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Ezra 3:8
“Now in the second year of their coming to the house of God at

Jerusalem in the second month, Zerubbabel the son of Shealtiel and
Jeshua the son of Jozadak and the rest of their brothers the priests and
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the Levites, and all who came from the captivity to Jerusalem, began the
work and appointed the Levites from twenty years and older to oversee
the work of the house of the LORD.”

WA " B h2 gPwTS D ONT 73O oRia mriwn mawas
o9 2300 O NG DTSR pigin ‘mm‘vxw 12 ‘7::17
mo™ MaY oy 13 m%n N 17771 oo oW BRa T 5:1
v NG by M
Ezra 3:9
“Then Jeshua with his sons and brothers stood united with Kadmiel and
his sons, the sons of Judah and the sons of Henadad with their sons and
brothers the Levites, to oversee the workmen in the temple of God.”
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Ezra 6:22
“And they observed the Feast of Unleavened Bread seven days with joy,
for the LORD had caused them to rejoice, and had turned the heart of
the king of Assyria toward them to encourage them in the work of the
house of God, the God of Israel.”
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Ezra 8:36

“Then they delivered the king’s edicts to the king's satraps and to the
governors in the provinces beyond the River, and they supported the
people and the house of God.”
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Ezra 10:1
“Now while Ezra was praying and making confession, weeping and

prostrating himself before the house of God, a very large assembly, men,
women and children, gathered to him from Israel; for the people wept
bitterly.”
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Ezra 10:6
“Then Ezra rose from before the house of God and went into the

chamber of Jehohanan the son of Eliashib. Although he went there, he
did not eat bread nor drink water, for he was mourning over the
unfaithfulness of the exiles.”
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Ezra 10:9

“So all the men of Judah and Benjamin assembled at Jerusalem within
the three days. It was the ninth month on the twentieth of the month,
and all the people sat in the open square before the house of God,

trembling because of this matter and the heavy rain.”
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Nehemiah 4:25 (MT = 4:9)
“When our enemies heard that it was known to us, and that [the] God
had frustrated their plan, then all of us returned to the wall, each one to
his work.”
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Nehemiah 5:13
“l also shook out the front of my garment and said, ‘Thus may [the] God
shake out every man from his house and from his possessions who does
not fulfill this promise; even thus may he be shaken out and emptied.’
And all the assembly said, “Amen!” And they praised the LORD. Then the
people did according to this promise.”
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Nehemiah 6:10

“When | entered the house of Shemaiah the son of Delaiah, son of
Mehetabel, who was confined at home, he said, ‘Let us meet together in
the house of God, within the temple, and let us close the doors of the

temple, for they are coming to kill you, and they are coming to kill you at
night.”
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Nehemiah 7:2
“then | put Hanani my brother, and Hananiah the commander of the
fortress, in charge of Jerusalem, for he was a faithful man and feared
[the] God more than many.”
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Nehemiah 8:6
“Then Ezra blessed the LORD the great God. And all the people
answered, ‘Amen, Amen!” while lifting up their hands; then they bowed

low and worshiped the LORD with their faces to the ground.”
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Nehemiah 8:8
“They read from the book, from the law of God, translating to give the

sense so that they understood the reading.”
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Nehemiah 8:16
“So the people went out and brought them and made booths for
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themselves, each on his roof, and in their courts and in the courts of the
house of God, and in the square at the Water Gate and in the square at

the Gate of Ephraim.”
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Nehemiah 8:18
“He read from the book of the law of God daily, from the first day to the

last day. And they celebrated the feast seven days, and on the eighth
day there was a solemn assembly according to the ordinance.”
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Nehemiah 9:7
“You are the LORD God, who chose Abram and brought him out from Ur
of the Chaldees,”
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Nehemiah 10:28 (MT = 10:29)
“Now the rest of the people, the priests, the Levites, the gatekeepers, the
singers, the temple servants and all those who had separated
themselves from the peoples of the lands to the law of God, their wives,

their sons and their daughters, all those who had knowledge and
understanding,”
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Nehemiah 10:29a (MT = 10:30q)
“are joining with their kinsmen, their nobles, and are taking on
themselves a curse and an oath to walk in [the] God'’s law, which was

given through Moses,”
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Nehemiah 10:29b (MT = 10:30b)
“[the] God’s servant, and to keep and to observe all the commandments

of GOD our Lord, and His ordinances and His statutes;”
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Nehemiah 11:11
“Seraiah the son of Hilkiah, the son of Meshullam, the son of Zadok, the
son of Meraioth, the son of Ahitub, the leader of the house of God,”
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Nehemiah 11:16
“and Shabbethai and Jozabad, from the leaders of the Levites, who were
in charge of the outside work of the house of God;”
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Nehemiah 11:22
“Now the overseer of the Levites in Jerusalem was Uzzi the son of Bani,
the son of Hashabiah, the son of Mattaniah, the son of Mica, from the

sons of Asaph, who were the singers for the service of the house of
God.”
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Nehemiah 12:24
“The heads of the Levites were Hashabiah, Sherebiah and Jeshua the
son of Kadmiel, with their brothers opposite them, to praise and give
thanks, as prescribed by David the man of God, division corresponding

to division.”
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Nehemiah 12:36

“and his kinsmen, Shemaiah, Azarel, Milalai, Gilalai, Maai, Nethanel,
Judah and Hanani, with the musical instruments of David the man of
God. And Ezra the scribe went before them.”
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Nehemiah 12:40
“Then the two choirs took their stand in the house of God. So did | and
half of the officials with me;”
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Nehemiah 12:43

“and on that day they offered great sacrifices and rejoiced because [the]
God had given them great joy, even the women and children rejoiced, so
that the joy of Jerusalem was heard from afar.”
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Nehemiah 13:1

“On that day they read aloud from the book of Moses in the hearing of
the people; and there was found written in it that no Ammonite or
Moabite should ever enter the assembly of God,”
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Nehemiah 13:7
“and | came to Jerusalem and learned about the evil that Eliashib had

done for Tobiah, by preparing a room for him in the courts of the house
of God.”
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Nehemiah 13:9
“Then | gave an order and they cleansed the rooms; and | returned there
the utensils of the house of God with the grain offerings and the

frankincense.”
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Nehemiah 13:11
“So | reprimanded the officials and said, ‘Why is the house of God

forsaken?’ Then | gathered them together and restored them to their

posts.”
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Job 1:6

“Now there was a day when the sons of God came to present

themselves before the LORD, and Satan also came among them.”
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Job 2:1
“Again there was a day when the sons of God came to present

themselves before the LORD, and Satan also came among them to
present himself before the LORD.”
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Job 2:10
“But he said to her, ‘You speak as one of the foolish women speaks. Shall
we indeed accept good from [the] God and not accept adversity?’ In all
this Job did not sin with his lips.”
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Psalm 87:3
“Glorious things are spoken of you, O [the] city of God. Selah™
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Psalm 90:1

“A Prayer of Moses, the man of God. Lord, You have been our dwelling

place in all generations.”
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Psalm 136:2

“‘Give thanks to the God of gods, for His lovingkindness is everlasting.”
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Ecclesiastes 2:24

There is nothing better for a man than to eat and drink and tell himself
that his labor is good. This also | have seen that it is from the hand of
God.”

"N 703 9mEa 290 WDITAN MR MAY] DN BTN 25077
N DTIONT TR 7R I

Ecclesiastes 2:26

For to a person who is good in His sight He has given wisdom and
knowledge and joy, while to the sinner He has given the task of
gathering and collecting so that he may give to one who is good in [the]

God'’s sight. This too is vanity and striving after wind.
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Ecclesiastes 3:11

He has made everything appropriate in its time. He has also set
eternity in their heart, yet so that man will not find out the work which

[the] God has done from the beginning even to the end.
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Ecclesiastes 3:14a
“I know that everything [the] God does will remain forever;™
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Ecclesiastes 3:14b
“there is nothing to add to it and there is nothing to take from it, for [the]
God has so worked that men should fear Him."””
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Ecclesiastes 3:15
“That which is has been already and that which will be has already
been, for [the] God seeks what has passed by.™
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Ecclesiastes 3:17
“| said to myself, ‘[The] God will judge both the righteous man and the
wicked man,’ for a time for every matter and for every deed is there.”
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Ecclesiastes 3:18
“I said to myself concerning the sons of men, ‘[The] God has surely
tested them in order for them to see that they are but beasts.”

"B RN SN BO37 BN 32 TIRT08 TE0R TN RN
t O R TR
Ecclesiastes 5:1 (MT = 4:17)
“‘Guard your steps as you go to the house of God and draw near to

listen rather than to offer the sacrifice of fools; for they do not know they
are doing evil.”
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Ecclesiastes 5:2a (MT = 5:1q)

Do not be hasty in word or impulsive in thought to bring up a matter in
the presence of [the] God.™
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Ecclesiastes 5:2b (MT = 5:1b)
“For [the] God is in heaven and you are on the earth; therefore let your
words be few.”
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Ecclesiastes 5:6 (MT = 5:5)
“Do not let your speech cause you to sin and do not say in the presence
of the messenger of God that it was a mistake. Why should [the] God be

angry on account of your voice and destroy the work of your hands?"”
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Ecclesiastes 5:7 (MT = 5:6)

For in many dreams and in many words there is emptiness. Rather, fear

[the] God.™
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Ecclesiastes 5:18 (MT = 5:17)
“Here is what | have seen to be good and fitting: to eat, to drink and
enjoy oneself in all one’s labor in which he toils under the sun during the
few years of his life which [the] God has given him; for this is his

reward.
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Ecclesiastes 5:19 (MT = 5:18)
“Furthermore, as for every man to whom [the] God has given riches and
wealth, He has also empowered him to eat from them and to receive his

reward and rejoice in his labor; this is the gift of God.
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Ecclesiastes 5:20 (MT = 5:19)
“For he will not often consider the years of his life, because [the] God

keeps him occupied with the gladness of his heart.
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Ecclesiastes 6:2a
“‘a man to whom [the] God has given riches and wealth and honor so
that his soul lacks nothing of all that he desires;”
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Ecclesiastes 6:2b
“yet [the] God has not empowered him to eat from them, for a foreigner
enjoys them. This is vanity and a severe affliction.”
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Ecclesiastes 7:13
“/Consider the work of God, for who is able to straighten what He has
bent?"”
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Ecclesiastes 7:14
“In the day of prosperity be happy, but in the day of adversity consider
— [the] God has made the one as well as the other so that man will not

discover anything that will be after him.””
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Ecclesiastes 7:26
“And | discovered more bitter than death the woman whose heart is
snares and nets, whose hands are chains. One who is pleasing to [the]

God will escape from her, but the sinner will be captured by her.””
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Ecclesiastes 7:29
“Behold, | have found only this, that [the] God made men upright, but
they have sought out many devices.”
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Ecclesiastes 8:12
“Although a sinner does evil a hundred times and may lengthen his life,
still | know that it will be well for those who fear [the] God, who fear Him

openly.
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Ecclesiastes 8:15
“So | commended pleasure, for there is nothing good for a man under
the sun except to eat and to drink and to be merry, and this will stand by
him in his toils throughout the days of his life which [the] God has given

him under the sun.”
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Ecclesiastes 8:17

“and | saw every [the] work of God, | concluded that man cannot

discover the work which has been done under the sun. Even though man
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349.

350.

351.

352.

should seek laboriously, he will not discover; and though the wise man
should say, ‘| know,” he cannot discover.”
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Ecclesiastes 9:1

For | have taken all this to my heart and explain it that righteous men,
wise men, and their deeds are in the hand of God. Man does not know

whether it will be love or hatred; anything awaits him.””
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Ecclesiastes 9:7

Go then, eat your bread in happiness and drink your wine with a

cheerful heart; for [the] God has already approved your works.
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Ecclesiastes 11:5
“Just as you do not know the path of the wind and how bones are
formed in the womb of the pregnant woman, so you do not know the

activity of God who makes all things.”
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Ecclesiastes 11:9
“‘Rejoice, young man, during your childhood, and let your heart be
pleasant during the days of young manhood. And follow the impulses of
your heart and the desires of your eyes. Yet know that [the] God will

bring you to judgment for all these things.”
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353.
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Ecclesiastes 12:7

then the dust will return to the earth as it was, and the spirit will return
to [the] God who gave it.””
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Ecclesiastes 12:13
“The conclusion, when all has been heard, is: fear [the] God and keep
His commandments, because this applies to every person.”™
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Ecclesiastes 12:14
“For [the] God will bring every act to judgment, everything which is

hidden, whether it is good or evil.
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[saiah 37:16
“O LORD of hosts, the God of Israel, who is enthroned above the
cherubim, You are the God, You alone, of all the kingdoms of the earth.

You have made heaven and earth.
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Isaiah 45:18
“For thus says the LORD, who created the heavens (He is the God who
formed the earth and made it, He established it and did not create it a
waste place, but formed it to be inhabited), ‘Il am the LORD, and there is

none else.”
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359.
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362.

Jeremiah 11:12

“Then the cities of Judah and the inhabitants of Jerusalem will go and
cry to the gods to whom they burn incense, but they surely will not save
them in the time of their disaster.”
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Jeremiah 35:4
“‘and | brought them into the house of the LORD, into the chamber of the
sons of Hanan the son of Igdaliah, the man of God, which was near the

chamber of the officials, which was above the chamber of Maaseiah the
son of Shallum, the doorkeeper.™
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Ezekiel 31:9
“I made it beautiful with the multitude of its branches, and all the trees
of Eden, which were in the garden of God, were jealous of it.””
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Daniel 1:2
“The Lord gave Jehoiakim king of Judah into his hand, along with some

of the vessels of the house of God; and he brought them to the land of
Shinar, to the house of his god, and he brought the vessels into the
treasury of his god.”
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Daniel 1:9

“Now [the] God granted Daniel favor and compassion in the sight of the
commander of the officials,”
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367.

Daniel 1:17

“As for these four youths, [the] God gave them knowledge and
intelligence in every branch of literature and wisdom; Daniel even
understood all kinds of visions and dreams.”
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Daniel 9:3
“So | gave my attention to the Lord God to seek Him by prayer and

supplications, with fasting, sackcloth and ashes.”
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Daniel 9:11
“Indeed all Israel has transgressed Your law and turned aside, not
obeying Your voice; so the curse has been poured out on us, along with
the oath which is written in the law of Moses the servant of God, for we

have sinned against Him.”
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Jonah 1:6
“So the captain approached him and said, ‘How is it that you are
sleeping? Get up, call on your god. Perhaps your [the] god will be

concerned about us so that we will not perish.
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Jonah 3:9
“Who knows, [the] God may turn and relent and withdraw His burning

anger so that we will not perish.
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368. Jonah 3:10a
“When [the] God saw their deeds, that they turned from their wicked
way,”
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369. Jonah 3:10b
“then [the] God relented concerning the calamity which He had declared
He would bring upon them. And He did not do it.”
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370. Jonah 4:7
“But [the] God appointed a worm when dawn came the next day and it

attacked the plant and it withered.”
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